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HOUSING AN AGEING POPULATION 


OUSING is a word that is now used to mean anything 
from the layout of neighbourhood units to the 
design of the kitchen sink. In a notable book which has 
just been published* the author, Mr. M. J. Elsas, uses it 
quite literally to mean provision of dwellings for the post- 
war population. He does not concern himself with the 
pre-war controversy of houses v. flats nor with the present 
absorption in that blessed word “‘ prefabrication.”” He is 
coldly and mathematically content with recording the 
results of the pre-war period and estimating the quantity 
of separate dwelling-places likely to be required by the 
population. It is a refreshing attitude and his statements 
have the ring of truth. 

Perhaps the greatest service that the author has done us 
is to put into terms of housing requirements the effect of 
the alterations in population composition. From 1921-31 
the population increased by 5.5 per cent., but thenumber 
of families by 17.1 per cent., and in 1931-41 the figures 
are 2.6 per cent. and 9 per cent. 

‘The age composition,” writes the author, ‘is the deter- 
mining factor for housing needs. . . . For the size of the 


houses needed the size of the family is relevant, but the 
number of houses needed is dependent solely on the number 


of adults in the population.” In 1939 the ratio was 40 dwel- 
lings to every 100 adults. Thus, ‘‘ the ageing of the population 
is the reason why the need for more houses will continue 
even when the number of the total population remains 
constant, because a greater number of adults need more 
separate dwellings,” and any change in the birthrate will 
not alter this position for many years. Mr. Elsas later 
points out that in 1971, though the population is likely 
to be much the same as in I937 (namely, 46 millions) the 
number of children under 15 will decline by more than 24 


millions, the number of persons between 15 and 65 by 14: 


millions, and the number of persons over 65 will increase 
by 4 millions. 

It has not been sufficiently realised that building activity 
in the years between the two wars, high as it was, did not 
keep pace with the increase of families. Both in 1931 
and the estimate for 1941 there were about two million 
families sharing dwellings. These sharing families represent 
a latent demand for dwellings that would become effective 
as soon as the supply is forthcoming, or “‘ as soon as. their 
income becomes adequate to maintain a separate household, 
or if the rent of the smaller dwellings consisting of one or 
two rooms is low enough to be within their reach.”’ In this 
connection the author stresses the need. for newly-built 
small and inexpensive dwellings for aged couples, single 
people and newly-married couples, and points out that 
“it often happens that young married couples are not 
accepted in houses on new municipal estates and they have, 
not infrequently, to go back to the areas in the towns in 
which they lived before their parents were able to move the 
families out. This has been largely due to the policy of 
building houses of one size only, suitable for families with 
children, and also to the policy of giving this type of family 
preference.”’ The war has resulted in an increase in shared 
dwellings for several reasons, including absence of bread- 
winner, evacuation, bombing, and dispersal of work. It 
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cannot be ignored, however, that the same effect could be 
brought about by a peace-time period of severe economic 
depression. 

Apart from the increase in sharing households, the stan- 
dards of housing that were gradually being built up before 
the war have been seriously lowered. Abatement of 
overcrowding has come to a standstill, condemned houses 
are often being re-occupied, particularly in agricultural 
areas, and maintenance work is_ being neglected. 
““ Nothing,” writes the author, ‘‘ is more apt to create new 
slums than the insufficient overhauling of existing buildings ; 
and that applies not only to old buildings but also to new 
dwellings.” In addition, sandbag protection against air- 
raids is not likely to improve the condition of houses. 

The 1935 standards will not be regained immediately 
after the war, but it can be certain that the war mix-up of 
urban and rural populations and persons of different 
standards of living has created a knowledge of and a desire 
for higher standards of housing comfort, and there will be 
an imperative demand for something more than a re- 
division of what the author calls ‘“‘ second-hand ”’ houses. 
After referring to the fact that most of the pre-war housing 
was for the better-off sections of the community, he says 

that it is obvious ‘‘ that those provided with new and more 

expensive houses left older ones vacant, and thus provided 
for the poorer section of the community. Nevertheless, 
this is not so suitable as it first appears, and under the rapidly 
changing age composition of the population the mere 
arithmetic approach will not suffice any longer. A different 
problem has arisen in recent years brought about by the 
smaller size of the family and by the larger proportion of 
persons of higher ages. To use the comparison of the 
second-hand car, nobody who wants a car for one or two 
persons would like to buy a large Rolls-Royce or a large 
Daimler and, to make it pay, share it with others. Yet 
this happens in housing every day, as now people have to 
live in houses quite unsuitable for the changed size of 
households.” 

In the upshot the author estimates that the need for new 
dwellings through changes in age composition alone will be 
185,000 after two years of war; 290,000 after three years ; 
370,000 four years ; 425,000 five years ; and 480,000 six years. 
In addition the basic annual replacement needs for many 
years to come are likely to be 150,000 regardless of the 
considerable replacement arrears that will have to be met 
(estimated variously at several hundred thousand), and the 
extra needs of immigration and internal migration. After 
some 20 to 25 years the increase in number of families is 
likely to stop and residential building activity would then 
mainly consist in replacement of older houses. The basis 
of these calculations can only be discovered by a careful 
perusal of the main tables and figures that accompany this 
book, which also contains interesting but less authoritative 
views on the post-war organisation of the building industry, 
decentralisation and family allowances and methods of rent- 
abatement. Most people will agree with the author’s 
conclusion that we should plan immediately for the adequate 
housing of the post-war population and not introduce half 
measures. And here attention may be drawn to a letter 
from the Secretary of the Housing Centre (page 46) in which 
a conjectural estimate df post-war housing needs is given. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Directorate of Post-War Building. 

Mr. F. E. Townprow, A.R.1.B.A., 
who for the past year has been acting 
as personal assistant to Sir James 
West, O.B.E., in the organisation of 
the Directorate of Post-War Building, 
Ministry of Works and Planning, has 
been appointed Senior Architect in the 
Directorate and Secretary to the three 
Policy Committees (for Design, Struc- 
ture and Installations) set up by the 
Directorate. The full list of twenty-two 
Study Committees which have now 
been formed is given on page 52. 


Royal Academy Planning Committee 

Exhibition. 

Tue Royal Academy Planning Com- 
mittee (Chairman, Sir Edwin i” 
Lutyens, O.M., P.R.A.) announce that 
they will hold an exhibition of their 
plans for the post-war reconstruction 
of London at the Royal Academy in 


October next. 


Greetings from Soviet Architects. 

Tue following cablegram has just 
been received from Moscow :— 

“Council Royal Institute British 
Architects, 66, Portland Place, 
London.—On behalf all architects our 
country, we send cordial greetings 
Royal Institute British Architects on 
occasion conclusion treaty between 
Great Britain and Sovunion. Our 
organisation is united with you not 
only by professional and creative 
interests in common but also by 
singleness our aspirations and efforts 
in great fight against common enemy, 
against barbaric Hitlerism. Archi- 
tects our country give all their 
strength and knowledge to this fight 
and attentively follow wartime work 
their British colleagues. We are sure 
that henceforth our friendly relations 
will grow still closer and that archi- 
tects both our allied countries will 
multiply their efforts for achieving 
sacred aim—our common victory over 


enemy. — Union Sovarchitects K. 
Alabyan, Secretary-General, trans- 
mitted Society Cultural Relations— 
Liberson.” 

The following reply has been 
sent :-— 


*“K. Alabyan, General Secretary, 
Union Soviet Architects, Granatny 7, 
Moscow, 2, U.S.S.R.—Royal Institute 
of British Architects warmly welcomes 
treaty between Great Britain and 
Soviet Union. It confirms friendship 
already existing between the archi- 
tects of our two countries. We are 
united in determination to crush com- 
mon enemy of freedom and to work 
together for creation of a better and 
happier world. — William Henry 
Ansell, President, Royal Institute of 
British Architects.” 


“* Artists Aid Russia ’’ Exhibition. 

Tuis exhibition, which was opened 
at Hertford House, on July 1, by Mme. 
Maisky, is one of uncommon interest. 
Artists of all schools have joined to- 
gether to pay tribute to our friends 
and allies of the U.S.S.R. Twenty- 
three societies representing prefes- 
sional workers in the various branches 
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of the arts have joined in its prepara- 
tion with the Central Institute of Art 
and Design, under whose auspices the 
exhibition is being held. The Exhibi- 
tion aims at raising a substantial sum 
for Mrs. Winston Churchill’s Fund. 
The artists have generously contri- 
buted 50 per cent. of the proceeds of 
sale of their work, and the promoters 
have had the good fortune to receive 
a gift from an anonymous donor suffi- 
cient to cover the whole cost of the 
Exhibition. All receipts of gate- 
money, sale of catalogues, etc., will 
therefore go to the fund. 

Amongst the exhibits are a portrait 
of Mr. Maisky (No. 626), by E. Sea- 
brooke, and also a bust (260) by 
Epstein; there is also a bust of 
Bernard Shaw (No. 7), by K. Scott 
(Lady Kennet). From the 908 exhibits 
it is difficult to select, works for special 
mention. It may be said, however, 
that amongst the well-known artists 
who have contributed are Augustus 
John, R.A., A. Newton, A.R.A., 
Lamorna Birch, R.A., Ethel Gabain, 





COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, July 21. 
Hovustne Centre Luncn. Mr. T. B. 
Oxenbury on “ Post-war Planning for 
East Suffolk.” 13, Suffolk-street, S.W. 


1 p.m, 
Thursday, July 23. 
1.A.A.S. Mr. Arnold Marsh on ‘‘ No 
Clean City.” 75, Eaton-place, S.W.1. 
6 p.m. 


‘Town AND CountTRY PLANNING Asso- 


ciation. Mr. H. Alker Tripp on 
‘Town Planning and Road Traffic.” 
224, Regent-street, W.1. 12.45 p.m. 
Saturday, July 25. 
INSTITUTION OF MUNICIPAL AND 
County ENGINEERS. Meeting at 
Cheshunt. 11.45 a.m. 


Tuesday, July 28. 
FEDERATION OF GREATER LONDON 
Master BumLpers. 6th Quarterly 
Meeting. 2.30 p.m. Preceded by 
informal Lunch to Lord Portal. 1 p.m. 

The Connaught Rooms, W.C. 


Thursday, August 0. 


Town and CounTRY PLANNING 
ASSOCTATION. Mr. W. H. Ansell, 
P.R.I.B.A. 224, Regent-street, W. 
12.45 p.m. 


Friday, August 14. 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION SCHOOLS, 
Annual Prize-giving. 
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C. R. W. Nevinson, A.R.A., Sir Muir- 
head Bone, J. B. Yeats, and very 
many others whose names are familiar 
to exhibition goers. Quite a number 
of artists and others have generously 
presented their works. The selection 
committee are to be congratulated on 
their choice of pictures and sculpture 
and their hanging. The hon. organiser 
is Mrs. I. G. Tennyson, O.B.E. The 
exhibition is open daily until 
August 4. . 


Special Course of Military Studies. 


By arrangement with London Uni- 
versity, a special course of military 
studies is to be held at the Incorpor- 
ated Association of Architects and Sur- 
veyors, 75, Eaton-place, Westminster. 
§8.W.1, commencing July 20, at 5.30 
p.m. The course—which will consist 
of 34 lectures to be held on two even. 
ings a week—is intended to prepare 
candidates for selection for commis- 
sioned rank in the Army. The course 
is designed to suit members of pro- 
fessional institutions who have applied 
for direct emergency commissions in 
the Royal Engineers, and to students 
who have made, or intend to make, 
application for entry to an O.C.T.U, 


The course is also applicable to 
those who hope to qualify for 
technical commissions as _ engineer 


or infantry pioneer officers in the 
Home Guard. The London University 
fee for the course is 23 guineas, plus 
5s. University Registration Fee, and 
should be sent when the official form 
is. returned. Applications for entry 
forms may be made to the Hon. 
Secretary, Military Affairs Committee, 
The I.A.A.8., 75, Eaton-place, West- 
minster, S.W.1, or to Col. George Bay- 
ley, C.B.E., D.S.0., The Staff College, 
Camberley. 


Central Brick Committee. 

THE second report of the Simmonds 
Committee is now under consideration 
by the Government, but it has been 
decided to implement one of its recom- 
mendations at once by establishing a 
Central Brick Committee composed vf 
representatives of the Brick Industry 
(both employers and operatives) and 
the Research Organisations. Mr. 
Leslie William Farrow, F.C.A., has 
accepted the invitation of the Minister 
of Works and Planning to be the 
independent Chairman of the 
Committee. 


The R.1.B.A. Library. 

Tue R.I.B.A. Library will be closed 
entirely from Monday to Saturday, 
August 10-15, for cleaning and _ stock- 
taking. During this week it will not 
be possible to answer Library tele- 
phone calls nor to deal with the issue 
and receipt vf Lending Library books. 
Books on loan which would normally 
have to be returned that week will 
be automatically extended for return 
to Monday, August 17. 


Architects and the War. 

Nearty 3,000 members and students 
of the R.I.B.A. are now serving in the 
Forces. The roll of honour contains 
the names of 53. 
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OUR WAR-SCARRED HERITAGE 


|.—-THE APPEAL OF THE PAST 
By JOHN E. M. MACGREGOR, F.R.1.B.A. 


THE problem which confronts us with 
regard to treatment of our old build- 
ings in town and country which have 
been mutilated by the devastation of 
high explosives and fire is one that 
affects us all. Each building—or even 
part thereof—in itself raises questions 
to which there are as many answers as 
there are shades of opinion, and who 
is to say that one is right and 
another wrong ? 

The one point which there can be 
no gainsaying is that when we de- 
molish an historic building we wipe 
out for ever a physical and contem- 
porary record of the past from which 
the future could have read perhaps 
that, which we or our predecessors may 
have missed. The appeal and value of 
such records is as varied in kind and 
degree as the aspects from which they 
are viewed. There are those who see 
an historic building as a work of art 
and triumph of human skill. There 
is the scientific archeologist to whom 
the genuineness of the relic is as 
sacred as a genuine postage stamp 
to the philatelist. There is the 
historian to whom an old building 
is a physical link with those of the 
past with whom it was associated. 
There are those who associate the 
structure of their religious buildings 
profoundly with their spiritual beliefs 
and the traditional rituals which for 
centuries have been carried on there- 
in: There are the artists to whom the 
very absence of design and order in 
a cluster of mellowed medieval roofs 
has a charm and appeal, and the 


academic architectural enthusiast who 





ST. MARY ARCHES, 


EXETER, AS BOMBED. DRAWN BY DENNIS FLANDERS. 


values only those buildings which 
express the genius of some hallowed 
name that of itself stamps the build- 
ing as one to be reverenced. There is 
the sentimentalist who values the 
very ground on which a long-vanished 
building stood, and there is he who 
would preserve only in strict propor- 
tion to present-day needs. 

Last of all there is the great 
majority of our population who feel 
vaguely ail these appeals without 
giving conscious indulgence to any 
one, and yet will give an attentive 
ear to the sayings of an enthusiastic 
exponent. And it is, in the main, 
craftsmen, builders and architects who 
will decide the degree of historic 
value these buildings will preserve for 
coming generations. Never has their 
responsibility been so great nor their 
action so irrevocable. 

Large will be the opportunity of 
architects to influence the less techni- 
cal bodies, with whom in many a case 
the fate of a building will rest, and 
that our descendants may count them 
worthy guardians of the great tradi- 
tions of our forebears they must 
realise their responsibilities and 
advise their patrons accordingly. The 
technical decisions on how these 
buildings are to be dealt with are 
their special province. 

What should we do now? And when 
the great rebirth of our activities is 
upon us shall we be fully prepared to 
meet it? That we may realise the 
true import of these works we must 
analyse our duties towards old build- 
ings and the aspects thereof. We can 
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photograph any building, and can 
produce therefrom a _ three-dimen- 
sional replica of it; but who does not 
realise the essential difference between 
such a replica and its original? West- 
minster Abbey rebuilt with whatever 
degree of meticulous detailed care 
could never be anything but a farcical 
caricature of the Abbey we know, 
whose every irregularity tells some 
item in the history of its growth. 

Let us realise, therefore, that in 
every old building, in addition to the 
three physical dimensions of its struc- 
ture, there is a fourth which embodies 
the three and yet inextricably inter- 
mingles with them and siamps in 
some intangible way the imprint of its 
passing. Here in this fourth dimen- 
sion lies an invaluable something 
which no architect can give a build- 
ing, but which any man can mar and 
destroy. 

As the face of an old man tells of 
the joys and trials of a lifetime in its 
wrinkles and furrows, which are be- 
yond the powers of the plastic surgeon 
to imitate, so an old building speaks 
of its past and the past of the genera- 
tions of our forefathers who loved, 
enhanced or desecrated it. 

If we have learnt, nothing else we 
have learnt in the last three years how 
easy it is to destroy. We have seen 
the savagery of a self-inflated maniac 
imbue a mob with such diabolic lust 
for power and _ self-indulgence that 
half the world is bleeding and many 
a fine city is reduced to a pile of 
stones. Let us reverence the stones 
that remain and the stories they tell, 
and not lightly squander and destroy 
our remaining treasures nor make 
them valueless by insincere imitation 
and mimicry. A stone imposition is 
worth a pile on the ground, and the 
genuine article worth a mass of re- 
production. 

(To be continued.) 


R.I.B.A. 


Intermediate Examination, May, 1942. 
The R.I.B.A. Intermediate Examina- 
tion was held from May 15-21. Of the 
115 candidates examined, 39 passed and 
76 were relegated. Successful were :— 


A. V. Angus. H. R. Humphreys. 
R. H. E. Bull. J. K. Jarvis. 

D. W. Burford *P. E. Johnson. 
A. G. Capey. C. Johnston. 

J. H. Cheetham. F. J. Keen. 

P. A. Coakes. A. Leach. 

J. 8. Cousins. M. M. Levy. 

G. 8. Cumming. G. R. A. Mack. 
G. H. Frankland. R. A. Mason. 

R. W. Freeborn. A. L. Moon. 

Vv. W. R. Gardner. G. 8. Oldham. 
M. Goddard. K. G. Pert. 

W. P. J. Grose. D. N. Purkiss. 

D. E. Grove. Miss M. E. Spurr. 
L. V. Halliwell. M. J. W. Taylor. 
*K. Harvey. P. M. Todd. 

R. D. Henly. D. J. Vickery 

F. A. Hodgson. F. H. Westrope. 
R. J. E. Horsham. S. T. Wyatt 

J. Houghton. 


(*Subject to completion of Testimonies of Study.) 


Civil Defence: An Appointment. 
Lieut.-Commander E. Basil 


Green, 
R.N., Assistant Managing Director of the 


Royal Doulton Potteries; has been 
appointed Deputy Regional Commissioner 
for Civil Defence in the South-East 
Region. Lieut.-Commander Green served 
as Staff Officer to Captain Lord Monsell, 
R.N., in 1939-40. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 


Unity in the Architectural Profession. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—The General Secretary of the 
1.A.A.8S. states that his observations 
[The Builder,.July 3] are not in reply 
to my “drivel,” but for the considera- 
tion of your readers. This is a fine 
distinction, but he does attempt a 
reply, obscured though it is by abuse 
and irrelevance. 

As to anonymity, my name and qualifi- 
cations are known to the editor, and 
would convey nothing to your correspon- 
dent except perhaps the fact that those 
qualifications were awarded after exami- 
nations. Anonymity is legitimate and the 
subject of my letters is above personali- 
ties. 
Your correspondent’s statement that the 

licy of the I.A.A.S. in regard to mem- 
Sead appears to differ very little from 
that of the R.I.B.A. is meant to make 
the reader imagine that there is a real 
similarity between the two bodies. In 
this connection I invite Mr. Athoe to 
answer the following questions, and I am 
sure your readers will not regard a dis- 
taste for anonymity as a reasonable excuse 
for any failure to reply :— 

(1) How many members were admitted 
to the I.A.A.S. before the first qualifying 
examination was held? 

(2) When was the examination to 
qualify for membership of the I.A.A.S. 
last held? 

(3) How many persons have been ad- 
mitted to membership of the I.A.A.S. on 
the strength of this qualifying examina- 
tion, and what percentage of the total 
membership do they represent? 

With regard to the numbers of R.I.B.A. 
members who have been so “‘ wise in their 
generation’ as to join the I.A.A.S., an 
examination of the I.A.A.S. Year Book 
reveals that the actual position is approxi- 
mately as follows :— 

F.R.I.B.A.s A.R.I.B.A.s L.R.I.B.A.s 


Fellows I.A.A.S. 10 6 55 
Associates 
T.A.A.8. res 21 47 
Licentiates 
T.A.A.S. Ses «, 0 0 
15 27 102 


It would be interesting to know whether 
any of the L.R.I.B.A.s considered it 
worth while to sit a qualifying examina- 
tion to become Fellows and Associates of 
the I.A.A.S. in preference to the R.I.B.A. 

To reply briefly to your correspondent 
**Confrére,’’ I have not suggested that 
all registered architects should be forced 
to join the R.I.B.A., and I do not accept 
any grade of membership of the Royal 
Institute as an ‘inferior status’’ for an 
unattached architect. There can be no 
question of equality of status between the 
R.1.B.A. and the alternative societies, 
although the inclusion of surveyors in 
their membership totals is significant of 
the endeavour to obtain at least numerical 
equality. 

Unity is essential, and in my opinion 
the R.I.B.A. is the proper authority to 
represent a unified profession. Alternative 
societies can do nothing the R.I.B.A. 
cannot do except represent architects who 
have not acquired a certain standard of 
qualification. My proposals have indicated 
a method of meeting this exception which 
would remove any justification for the 
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existence of alternative bodies as far as 
the architectural profession is concerned, 
and thereby attain real unity. 

Cheshire. F.R.I.B.A. 


Post-War Housing Needs. 
To tHE Epiror or 7'he Builder. 


S1r,—Although it is not possible for 
us ta make any real estimate of post- 
war housing needs on the basis of the 
information at present at our dispoégal, 
the present, factors may be of some 
interest to your readers. So far as I 
know, no official estimates have been 
made public, though the figure of 
3,000,000 has been quoted, and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland has 
spoken of between 300,000 and 400,000 
dwellings needed for Scotland. 

In a broadsheet issued in 1941, the 
Association for Planning and Regional 
Reconstruction estimated a minimum re- 
quirement of 2,716,000. This figure is 
derived by app! ing suggested standards 
to the possible i950 population and then 
adding a slum-clearance figure (752,000) 
and a figure for loss from bombing 
(200,000). The last figure is obviously a 
guess, and although the authorities con- 
cerned have figures, they would not, I am 
sure, allow them to be published for 
obvious reasons. 

The Ministry of Health Annual Report 
for 1939 gives a figure of 472,000 for the 
total slum-clearance programme, which is 
an increase of 68 per cent. over the 
original figure of 280,000 given in 1933. 
This gives a figure of about 40,000 new 
houses brought into the programme each 
year since 1933. The number brought 
into the programme during the year 1938- 
1939 was, in fact, 42,000. Whether this 
figure is a true obsolescence figure or not 
it is difficult to say, as the returns have 
almost certainly been influenced by the 
size of the problem facing individual local 
authorities, which in turn will have influ- 
enced the standard they have adopted 
when including houses in the programme. 

An estimate of 290,000 dwellings re- 
quired to house new families coming into 
existence during a three years’ war is 
given by M. J. Elsas, in his recently 
published book, ‘‘ Housing Before the 
War and After.” This figure is based on 
estimates of the increase in the number 
of adults, and assumes that the ratio of 
dwellings to adults remains the same as 
in 1939. It does not take into account the 
casualties which may arise out of the war 
on the one hand, nor on the other the 
fact that some experts believe that there 
were many concealed households in exist- 
ence (old persons, lodgers, etc., who, 
though not returned as sharing families, 
were, in fact, potential householders). If 
these potential households were to come 
into existence, more dwellings would be 
required per hundred adults than in 1939. 
A factor which is likely to affect this 
ratio is the ageing of the population noted 
in the recent statement issued by the 
Registrar-General. It is the older age 
groups which produce the greatest number 
of householders, and in the near future it 
is these age groups which will increase in 
size. Other important factors which may 
influence post-war needs are migration 
from one part of the country to another, 
neglect of maintenance, which may 
shorten the life of some houses, and so on. 

The following rough calculation might 
be made to show the arrears of housing 
likely to occur after a three-years’ war : 
Arrears of overcrowding and 

slum clearance at 1939 (based 


on official returns)... ..- 500,000 
Increase in number of house- 
holds over three years ,000 
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Obsolescence (number of houses 
brought into slum-clearance 
programme .in three years at 


pre-war rate) .. 120,000 
Loss from bombing 200,000 
1,110,000) 


This does not take into consideration 
any raising of the standard either of 
houses to be treated as slums, or of over- 
crowding, although these are admittedly 
low standards. By raising the over- 
crowding standard, for example, to ex- 
clude the use of living accommodation for 
sleeping purposes, the number of houses 
needed to abate overcrowding is immedi- 
ately more than doubled. Again, special 
rie of rural housing conditions have 
revealed a higher proportion of slum 
houses than were given in official returns. 
It is suggested that something like one- 
fifth of all houses in rural districts need 
replacement, which gives a slum-clearance 
figure for rural areas greater than the 
total slum-clearance programme at 1939 
for all areas. 

There is, therefore, good reason to sup- 
pose that in order to house the present 
population of the country in any adequate 
standard after the war we shall require 
a large house-building programme, and 
somewhere about three or four million 
houses over the next few years does not 
seem excessive. This is a figure equal to 
the number of houses actually built in the 
twenty years between the wars. 

Although this estimate may appear to 
be based on too many conjectural factors 
to give any valuable statistical result, it 
at least serves to show that the task in 
this field of reconstruction alone is no 
small one. 

M. C. Sotomon, 
Secretary, the Housing Centre. 


13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 


Tendering for the War Department. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—Shakespeare’s famous lines 
anent “ the insolence of office ”’ are to- 
day well upheld by an ever-growing 
incubus of bureaucracy. 

A request for an estimate from the 
War Department recently handled by 
the writer consists, like many others, 
of nearly half a hundred closely 
printed and typed pages, referring to 
innumerable regulations and clauses. 
Any attempt to investigate these, ever 
if one had access to them, would have 
taken many days. 

No doubt responsible builders are on 
their guard against tendering without a 
properly drawn up bill of quantities. In 
cases where it is necessary to do so, how- 
ever, a competent committee of practical 
building experts, under the direction of 
the Ministry of Works and Planning, has 
already drawn up and published a suitable 
form to be adopted for tendering without 
quantities. 

Having had the temerity to draw the 
attention of. the War Department con- 
cerned to this fair method of handling 
such matters, the writer was informed that 
it had no interest in or connection with 
what other Departments of Government 
were doing. In the national interest, 
apart from our interest in building work 
and as taxpayers, officials who think and 
talk like this should be dealt with rigor- 
ously. 

Joun Mites (Burtpers), Lrp., 
R.. K.. M. Syppetn, 
General Manager. 


(Correspondence continued on page 56) 
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THE BUILDER 


THE HIGH COURT, BULAWAYO : WEST FRONT: 


ARCHITECTURE 


IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


MR. W. J. ROBERTS, M.A., A.R.1.B.A. 
(DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, SOUTHERN RHODESIA). 


In A REVIEW OF THE PRESENT DAY 
architecture of South Africa, it might be well 
‘to consider the influences at work which have 
contributed to its growth and development in 
the immediate past. 

It is some ten years ago that I visited 
South Africa and returning to England recorded 
‘my impressions in an article that was published 
in The Builder of January 1, 1932. How well 
‘do I remember an interview with the head of a 
School of Art in Cape Town. Inquiring as to the 
sources of information from which the school 
drew its inspiration, the reply was ‘“ Germany 
and America. England has not yet given up 
worshipping the Parthenon.”” As a matter of 
fact the architecture of Cape Town showed 
the influence of America and of England at the 
commencement of the century. The influence 
of America was seen through the spectacles of 
Australia and New Zealand, which were in closer 
touch with the United States than was South 
Africa. 

This effort of a municipal Art School in Cape 
"Town to modernise architecture was, however, 
only very local, for after visiting the University 
School and seeing the architecture of Johannes- 
burg, Bulawayo and Salisbury, it became in- 
creasingly evident that influences were at work 
‘which were directly derived from our English 
schools, and showed the work of the practising 
student of architecture freed from restraint 
and able to erect in brick and stone designs 
which all too often have to remain on paper. 


A previous decade showed buildings that had 
been erected by architects who were then, ten 
years ago, inspired by the indigenous examples 
of the Dutch settlers or (and this more evident 
in Johannesburg) by the early examples of the 
nineteenth-century architecture of this country 
—works by such different architects as Norman 
Shaw and Henry Hare. 


With this brief reference to the past architec- 
ture of South Africa and the course it had taken 
since the commencement of the century, let 
us turn to some recent work that has emanated 
from the Public Works Department at Salisbury 
(Southern Rhodesia) under the directorship of 
Mr. W. J. Roberts, M.A. (Man’cr.), A.R.I.B.A. : 

The Custom House at Umtali ; 

The High Court at Bulawayo ; 

The Government Offices at Selukwe ; 

The Beit Library at the High School at 

Umtali ; 
*The Government Offices; Umtali ; 
*The New Gaol at Salisbury ; and 
*The New Junior School at Salisbury. 

THE Custom Hovuss, UmrTatti: This little 
building, which was erected in 1936, deals with 
the Customs work at the Southern Rhodesia- 
Portuguese East Africa border. The materials 
of which it is erected are, for the 
foundations, concrete formed of local granite 
aggregate and cement. The walls are local 
brick cemented, with plaster. dressings, and 





* These buildings will be illustrated in a future issue—EbD. 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICES, SELUKWE 


local-made “‘ Roman ”’ tiles are used for the roofs. 
As will be seen from the illustration it is a 
charming little building, and Mr. Roberts has 
used his Italian detail with a freshness and 
skill that marks it at once as being not only 
a scholarly building but also as being very 
personal and modern. 

THe HicH Court, BuLtawayo: Here we 
have a building which has been erected to 
house the High Court and contains criminal 
and civil courts, offices for court officials, a 
law library and judges’ rooms. On the first 
floor are further offices for court officials, and 
on the top floor a flat for visiting Ministers and 
a flat for a caretaker. The building is con- 
structed of local materials, with the plinth and 


dressings of local sandstone. The walls are of 
brick, plastered, and the dome copper-covered. 

It is architecturally an imposing building in 
a somewhat free Classic manner. The rear 
elevation shows an open loggia used as the 
judges’ balcony ; this is a good adaptation of 
Italian work to the conditions of South Africa. 
If a criticism of the design might be made it is 
that the main entrance with its flanking columns 
cuts the lower main stories in two at a place 
under the dome where solidity and strength is 
required. Possibly this is not so in reality, too 
much emphasis-being given in the photograph 
to the shadows of the flanking columns. 

_ GOVERNMENT OFFICES, UMTALI: This build- 
ing, which is arranged round a courtyard 
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pleasantly surrounded and crossed by covered 
loggias, is well planned with civil ‘and criminal 
courts in the rear. 

Its elevations, which are based on Italian 
work of the seventeenth century, are by no 
meansa dead copy of the masterpieces; without 
denouncing everything that has gone before, 
they reflect just sufficient of that feeling that 
was inspired by the Dutch settler, as it were, 
to stamp them as South African, but at the 
same time making them truly characteristic. 

THE GOVERNMENT OFFICES, SELUKWE : Here 
we have one of those minor groups of public 
offices so necessary in the smaller towns of a 


growing country. It houses the Magistrate, 
and the Native Commissioner and his staff, and 
also a post office and quarters for the police 
on the first floor. The materials are local, 
and being a building of minor importance its 
roof has had to accord with the majority of the 
roofs in South Africa and be of corrugated 
iron. 

One must not, however, think of corrugated- 
iron roofs in South Africa in the same way as 
one thinks of them here. In South Africa, for 
at least seven months in the year there is 
practically no rain, and these corrugated roofs 
take on a beautiful covering of golden dust 
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and marry well with the “ terrain,’ which 
everywhere is “ lion colour.” 

THE Beir Liprary, HiaH ScHoou, Umratt : 
This building, erected in 1939, from funds 
provided by the Beit Railway Trust, is planned 
to connect two isolated wings of the growing 
school. Here Mr. Roberts has taken full ad- 
vantage of the peculiar conditions offered by 
the site, and has given Umtali another delightful 
example of the beauty of Italian or—shall we 
say—Florentine architecture which is at the 
same time reminiscent of the best traditions 
of South Africa. 

Tue New Gaou, Satispury: This is a big 
building designed on the radial system, and 
following the principles laid down originally 


‘ 





in the plan of the old Millbank and Pentonville 
gaols, now pulled down. Architecturally, the 
dominant note is austerity combined with 
refinement, a combination of qualities which was 
characteristic of old Newgate Gaol. 

GENERAL : In this short review of the work of 
the Department of Public Works we see that 
there can be revivals and resuscitations of the 
masterpieces of the past which can embody 
not only all the best characteristics of our 
modern trends as regards materials, but also 
conditions appertaining to use and accommoda- 
tion. In the work of Mr. Roberts we see a 
scholar and a modernist whose designs must 
have a great influence on the future architecture 
of South Africa. S. D. ADSHEAD. 
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DIRECTORATE OF POST-WAR BUILDING 


M.O.W.P STUDY COMMITTEES 


THe Committee Chart of the Direc- 
torate of Post-War Building (given in 
our issue for March 6) showed 15 Study 
Committees, of which five were under 
discussion, eight formed or being 
formed, and two actually sitting). Of 
these 15 Committees, 11 are now sit- 
ting. The remaining four are being 
formed :—Steel Structures Committee, 
Reinforced Concrete Structures Com- 
mittee, Timber Structures Committee, 
and Standards Committee. 

The new Chart (our issue July 3) 
shows 22 Study Committees. Only one 
of these (the Standards Committee) is 
a Committee of the Ministry of Works 
and Planning, convened by the Min- 
istry itself, but the Ministry is also 
joint Convener of the Committee on 
House Construction. Of’ the 22 Com- 
mittees, the following seven are new: 
Sub-Committee on the Design of 
Houses and Flats (Scotland), Commit- 
tee on House Construction, Farm 
Buildings Committee, Acoustics Com- 
mittee, Committee for Fire Grading 
of Buildings, Mechanical Installations 
Committee, Gas Installations Com- 
mittee. Of these seven new Commit- 
tees, only the last has started work. 
Twelve Study Committees, therefore, 
are now sitting, and interim reports 
will be expected by the end of Octo- 
ber and final reports by the end of 
the year. Nine more will be at work 
by the end of the summer; another 
(the Acoustics Committee) will be set 
up during the autumn. Several more 
Study Committees are projected; there 
should be about 25 at work by the end 
of 1942. 


Study Committees 


Co-ordinated under the 
Policy Committee (Design) 


SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE DESIGN 
OF HOUSES AND FLATS.— 


A Sub-Committee of the Central 
Housing Advisory Committee con- 
stituted under the Housing Act, 1936 


Convener.—Ministry of Health. 

Terms of Reference.—To make recommenda- 
tions as to design, planning, lay-out, standards of 
construction and _——— of dwellings for the 
people throughout the country. 


Constitution.— CHAIRMAN: Earl of Dudley, 
M.C. JOINT SECRETARIES : A J. Ryan and 
Miss J. G. Ledeboer, A.R.1.B SuB-Com- 
MITTEE: Mrs. M. M. Dollar GOR) ), Lady Sander- 
son (Women’s Housing yp? nea Council); Sir 
Harold Bellman, M.B.E., J.P. Chairman, Abbey 
Road Building Society) ; ‘Sir George Burt, F.I.0.B. 
(John Mowlem & Co., Lita es Chairman, Building 
Research Board) ; R. Coppoc C.B.E., Hon. 
A.R.1.B.A. (General Secretary, National Federa- 
tion of —— Trades Operatives); L. H. Keay, 
O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. (Director of (Bn seme Liver- 
pool); Sir iil: ee J.P. (Alderman, City of 
Manchester); J. Robertson-Scott, t.2. BL. 
(Editor, ieiiend: Louis de Soissons, OB. E., 
A.R.A., F.R.LB.A., 8.A.D.G.; J. A. F. Watson, 

F Sir Seymour Williams, -B. 3 
Wilson, M.D., D.P.H. (M.O.H., 


SCHOOL PLANNING GROUP. 

Convener.—Board of Education. 

Terms of Reference.—To report on the applica- 
tion of standardisation to the planning of schools : 
(a) as a whole; (}) in yr pee parts (class- 
rooms, etc.) ; (c) in units such as windows. 


Constitution.—CHAIRMAN: Sir Robert Wood, 
K.B.E., C.B. (Deputy Secretary, Board of Educa- 
tion) ; SECRETARY : A. R. Maxwell- Hyslop (Board 
of we COMMITTEE: F. Jackman, 
A.R.L.B.A. (Board of Education); Dr. J. Jardine, 
F.R.I.B.A. ere Board of Education); J. H. 
Markham, F.R.I (Directorate of Post-War 
Building) ; W. G. _ O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. 


BUSINESS BUILDINGS 
COMMITTEE. 
aaa -—Royal Institute of British Archi- 


Terms of Reference.—To review practice in 
designing business buildings and to formulate 
principles for the planning and general treatment 
of such buildings in the post- 

Constitution.—CHAIRMAN : 
F.R.I.B.A. VICE-CHAIRMAN: J. 

F.R.LB.A. SECRETARY: A. T. Scott, F.R.LB.A. 
CoMMITTEE : Graham Dawbarn, M.A., F.R.LB.A. ; 
Joseph Emberton, F.R.1.B.A. ; Bernard George, 
F.R.LB.A.; Joseph Hill, F.R.I.B.A.; T. C. 
Howitt, .8.0., F.R.1. B.A. : Gordon’ poems 
M.C., F.R.LB.A.; Francis Lorne, F.R.1.B 
(P.W.B.) T. F. Maclennan, F.R.I.B.A. Fei as.): 

J. Mole, M.B.E., tg 1I.B.A. (M.O.W.P:) ; 
i. J. Rowse, F.R. LB 3; J. Alan Slater, 
PRiBA. > i. ieee Sullivan, F.R.I.B.A. ; 
Henry Tanner, ‘F.R.LB.A. 


COMMITTEE ON THE ARCHI- 
TECTURAL USE OF MATERIALS. 


Ganernen-- aye Institute of British Archi- 


owe of Reference.—1. To collect and sift 
existing information on the use of materials from 
the wsthetic point of view; 2. To make recom- 
mendations for post-war building practice : (a) on 
the resumption of normal conditions ; and (6) in 
the conditions existing immediately after the war, 
taking them in that order. 

Constitution. CHAIRMAN: Edward Maufe, 
A.R.A., M.A., Lone VICE-CHAIRMAN : 
Oswald. Milne, F.R.1.B.A. SECRETARY: Basil 
Sullivan, C.LE., O.B.E., F.R.LB.A., AM.T.P.L. 
COMMITTEE : Robert Atkinson, F. RIB.A oO. 
Maxwell Ayrton, F.R.I.B.A.; Hope Bagenal, 
D.C. x. A. R. I. B.A. (Building leaseateh Station) ; 

.A.; J. Murray Ee: 


“Lionel @. Pearson, 

-RIB.A.; Brian 

PRB. ‘A. Rutter, A.R.I.B.A. 
; and J. ‘Hubert Worthington, O.B.E., 


Study Committees 


Co-ordinated under the 
Policy Committee (Structure) 


WALLS, FLOORS AND ROOFS 
COMMITTEE. 


Convener.—R.1.B.A. 

Terms of Reference.—To review existing 
practice in this country and abroad on the structure 
of walls, partitions, floors and roofs to houses, 
flats, schools, office buildings, shops and agri- 
cultural buildings and to make recommendations. 

weg oe C. Lovett Gill, 
F.R.LB.A. ; CHAIRMAN: Horace Cubitt, 
A.R.L.B.A.,  F. M4 7 * (District ers for City of 
a East) ; Hon. SECRETARY: P.V. Burnett, 
F.R.LB.A. COMMITTEE: R. Binsnaetion, P ar 
A-R.LB.A. (Building Research Station) ; A. 
Gardner, M.I.Struct.E. (M.O.W.P.); stanley 
Heaps, L.R.I.B.A. (Architect, London Passenger 
Transport Board) ; W. Kenyon, F.R.LB.A. ; 
Hubert Piabetter, F.R.LB. A.; Francis Lorne, 
¥F.R.I.B.A. (P.W.B.) ; William McCrea, A.R.I.B.A. 
(R.LA. Scotland) ; Alister G. Macdonald, 
F.R.1.B.A’ (Chairman, Architectural 


-R.I. Science 
Board) ; and F. P. Scott, A.M.Inst.C.E. 


Study Committees 


/Co-ordinated under the 
Policy Committee (Installations) 


LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 


Convener.—B.B:S. 

Terms of Reference——To review existing 
scientific information and practice in this country 
and abroad on the lighting of buildings. To 
make recommendations for practice in post-war 
building. To make such recommendations for 
further research as may suggest themselves in 
considering the above. 


Constitution.—CHAIRMAN : Dr. C. C. Paterson, 
O. -Inst.G.E., M.Inst.E.E. (Director of 
Research, General Electric Co.); SECRETARY - 
c. C. Handisyde (B.R.8.). CoMMITTEE: R. O. 
Ackerley, LE.S. (Illuminating Engineering 
Society); P. V. Burnett, F.R.I.B.A.; M. E. 
Chasteney Sameer Dept., Ministry of Labour) : 
J. 8. Dow, B.Sc., A.C.G.I. (Secretary, Illuminating 
P. Good, M.I.E.E., F.C.G.1. 
(British Standards Institution); H. Austen Hall, 

pp BEY A , coe ‘M.A. (Clarendon 
econo Oxford) ; Mathew, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.R.S.E. (Deputy biter” “Architect, Dept. of 
Health for Scotland) ; A. Scott, M.B.E., F.R.1I.B.A. 
(Chief Technical Officer for Building’ and Town 
Planning, Ministry of Health); Cc. Smith, 
F.C.S., M.Inst.Gas E. a Light "& Gone Co.) ; G. 
Smith; M.B.E. (M.O.W.P.); James West, 
O.B.E., F.R.LB.A. (P.W.B.) ; . Weston, 
F.LES. (industrial Health Research Board) ; 
H. T. Young, P.F.Inst.E.E. (Inst. of Electricai 
Engineers). 


Engineering Society) ; : 


PAINT COMMITTEE. 


Convener.—Paint Research Association. 

Terms of Reference.—To review practice in 
paint manufacture and in painting technique in 
the most general terms. To study such problems 
as arise out of this review and to supervise research 
as may be desirable and necessary. To report 
and make recommendations on : 

(1) improvements in practice (a) with a view to 
prime pp to meet essential needs during 
the first _three years of peace, and (bd) 
generally 

(2) anaes. protective, and other technical 
properties of paint products ; 

(3) specifications as may be necessary to give 
effect to the above requirements and to 
meet both general and special needs in 
building ; 

(4) a suggestion for a scheme of official certifica. 
tion for quality in paint products. 

Constitution.— CHAIRMAN : . K. Thornley 

(Thornley & Knight, Ltd.)'; SECRETARY: Dr. 
L. A. Jordan, D.Sc. (Paint Research Station). 
COMMITTEE: W. Abnett (M.O.W.P.); L. H. 
Bucknell, F.2#.1.B.A. ; C. A. i? (Goodlass Wall 
and Lead Industries, ‘tap: Lawrance ara s 
White, Ltd.); H. M. Lewellin 9 on 4 
Markham, F.R.LB.A. (P.W.B 

Morgan (I.C.I. bg alg Ltd.) ; H. "oda ncaa 
(Griffiths Bros. & Co., Ltd.). 


PLASTICS COMMITTEE. 


Convener :—British Plastics Federation. 

Terms of Reference.—To consider present 
practice and new proposals in the application of 
plastics to heating and ventilating, lighting, 
plumbing, electrical, gas and mechanical in, 
stallations, painting, internal and external fur- 
nishings, building construction and any other 
applications which may suggest themselves. To 
make recommendations for practice in post-war 
building; to make such recommendations for 
further research as may arise after these studies. 

Constitution. — CHAIRMAN, Potter. 
SECRETARY: Gilbert T. Beach (Britigh Plastics 
Federation). COMMITTEE: T. L. Birrell (B.X. 
Plastics, Ltd.) ; E. A. Blanch (Kork-N-Seal, Ltd.) ; 
~—s Bridge (Thomas De La Rue & Co., ‘Ltd. Ne 

8. Dingley (Streetly Mfg. Co., Ltd.): Major 
Staniey M. Mohr (Micanite & Insulators, Ltd.) ; 
W. M. C. Norie (1.C.I. (Plastics), Ltd.) ; Dr. R. qs 
Schaffer (B.R.S.); A. E. Skan (Ellison ‘seeuletion, 

-.); BR. H. Sheppard, A.R.I.B.A. ; E. 

Towndrow, A.R.I.B.A. (P.W.B.); and 5. Whyte 
(Consultant). 


. PLUMBING COMMITTEE. 


Convener.—B.B.5S. 


Terms of Reference.—To review existing 
scientific information and practice in this country 
and abroad on plumbing (including the u ung T- 
ground drainage forming part of normal. building 
works) with particular reference to the supply of 
cold and hot water in buildings and the removal 
of soil, rainwater and waste therefrom. To make 
recommendations for practice in post-war _build- 
ing. To make sueh recommendations for further 
research as may suggest themselves in considering 
the above. 


Constitution.—CHAIRMAN: Sydney 
F.R.LB.A., F.R.San.I. SECRETARY : 
Barrow (B.R.8.). COMMITTEE: W. ‘pceatond 
Bailey, M.R.San.I., M.Inst.H.V.E._ (Mumford, 
Bailey & Preston, Ltd.); Major Henry Clay, 
F.R.San.I., F.1.S.E., R.A.M.C. (London School of 
Hygiene); G. H. Harris, F.S.I. (Asst. Secretary, 
ee FAs my and Domestic Engineers” 

ion); BR. G. Hetherington, C.B., O.B.E., 
Mi Inst. OE. (Chief Engineering Inspector, Ministry 
of Health); J. ae LO.B., F.A.R.P.I. 
(Building Contractor) ; ; A. Longworth, F.R.San.L. 


Tatchell, 
F. 
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A.M.1L.S8.E., F.I.0.P.; F. Lorne, F. 

(P.W.B.); H. J. B. Manzoni, C.B.E., A.M:L.S.E. 
M.Ins' .C.E. (City Engineer ‘and Surve Bir- 
mingham); J. H. Markham, F.R.I.B.A. (P.W.B.) ; 
W. M. Lloyd Roberts, M.Eng. (Liverpool), M. Inst 
C.E. (Distribution Engineer, Metropolitan Water 
Board); A. Scott, M.B.E., F.R.IBA., M.I. 
Struct. C.E. (Chief Technical Officer for Building 
and Town Planning, Ministry of Health); R. 8. 
Sidle, F.R.San.I. (Chief Sanita Engineer, 
M.O.W.P.); Dr. Charles White, M.D., D.P.H., 
D.T.M. (M.O.H., City of London); and J. Wilson, 
0.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., F.R.S.E. (Chief Architect, 
Dept. of Health for Scotland). 


GAS INSTALLATIONS 
COMMITTEE. 
Convener.—Institution of Gas Eng ineers. 


Terms of Reference.—To review existing 
information and practice concerning gas installa- 
tions in buildings, from the point of entry of the 
gas to the property boundary up to the point of 
its delivery to an appliance, and to make recom- 
mendations for practice in post-war building. 

Constitution.—CHAIRMAN: R. J. Rogers (Birm- 
ingham) ; SECRETARY : Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, 
M.A. COMMITTEE: B. J. Bell (Cardiff); H. M. 
Browne, B.Sc. (London) ; R. D. Keiller (Greenock) ; 
8. Lacey, B.Sc. (London) ; R. N.le Fevre (London); 
F. Lorne, F.R.I.B.A. (P.W.B.); H. P. Lupton, 
B.Sc. (Liverpool); J. M. A. Mitchell (Newcastle- 
on-Tyne); H. Singleton (Huddersfield); and N. 
Smith (Bristol). 
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ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
COMMITTEE. 


Convener.—Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

Terms of Reference.—(1) To review existing 
information and practice concerning installations 
in buildings for: (a) the supply of electricity for 
all purposes from the point of entry of the current 
at the property boundary to the point of its 
delivery to an appliance; and (6) all forms of 
electrically operated telecommunications. (2) To 
make recommendations for practice in post-war 
building. 

Constitution.—CHAIRMAN : J. R. Beard, M.Sc. 
(Merz & McLellan); SEcRETARY: W. K. Brasher. 
M.A. CommitTge: J. I. Bernard, B.Sc., Tech. 
(British Electrical Development Association) ; 
Miss G. H. Haslett, C.B.E. (Electrical Association 
for Women) ; P. V. Hunter, C.B.E. (Cable Makers’ 
Association ; Callenders’ Cable and Construction 

& -); Forbes Jackson (Chief Engineers’ 
Deane, L.C.C.); J. H. Markham, F.R.1.B.A. 
(P.W.B.); H. Marryat (Electrical Contractors 
Association); Lt.-Col. S. E. Monkhouse (Incor- 
pane Association of Electric Power Companies ; 
North Eastern Electric Supply Co.); H. G. S. 
Peck (Post Office Engineering Dept.); A. G. 
Ramsey, O.B.E., B.Sc. (Eng.), M.O.W.P.; E. A. 
Reynolds, M.A. ; Howard Robertson, F.R.1.B.A. ; 
J. W. J. Townley (Incorporated Municipal Elec- 
trical Association) ; H. Walton (National 
Electrical Contractors’ Trading Association); V. 
Watlington, M.B.E. (British Electrical and Allied 
Manufacturers’ Association); E Wedmore, 


+: 
C.B.E. (British Electrical and Allied Industries 
Research Association) ; and H. T. Young, M.I.E.E. 
(Troughton & Young, Ltd.). 


“PLAN FOR LIVING” 


MR. WILLIAMS-ELLIS’S ADDRESS TO THE T. AND C.P.A. 


Speakine to the Town and Country 
Planning Association at a lunch-time 
meeting at 224, Regent-street; W.1, 
recently, Mr. CLloueH Wii1aMs-EL:1s, 
F.R.I.B.A., took for his subject, “‘ Plan 
for Living.”’ He said :— 

I was asked to say my say under 
this heading, which is as good as any 
other—being, indeed, the title of a 
recent squib of mine that you may 
have seen which bore as its motto 
(attributed to Julian Huxley): We 
do not live in a world that has begun 
to go down hill, but in’ a world in 
which it takes all the misguided 
political ingenuity of foolish and bad 
men to prevent our going upward. 
Hence planning !—to confound and 
dish the foolish and the bad, and to 
make smooth the way of the deserv- 
ing. Apart from title, my only guid- 
ance frem on high was an expressed 
hope that I would commend to your 
notice the National Planning Basis— 
the “N.P.B.” of the Town and 
Country Planning Association. That 
Ido, immediately and wholeheartedly, 
as it seems to me an entirely com- 
mon-sensical formula containing the 
essential minimum to which all who 
profess and call themselves planners 
can, and indeed must, subscribe with- 
out reservation of any kind. 


A Popular Planning Front. 

God knows we may—and no doubt shall 
—argue like anything about how its seven 
points can best be implemented;. give our 
own interpretations to certain necessarily 
inexact and therefore dangerous words 
like ‘* sufficiency,’’ ‘‘necessary’’ and 
“reasonable,”” have our own individual 
ideas as to what in fact constitutes ‘‘ good 
design’? and which are—or should be— 
“approved positions.” I quote, of 
course, from the text of the said ‘‘ basis ”’ 
4a this educated gathering will instantly 
Tecognise. What I am saying is really 
this: Here we have an admirable and ably 
drafted Charter that could scarcely be 
altered without thereby becoming con- 
tentious, and therefore, for its purpose, 
obviously worse and not better. So let 
us accept it, I say—all of us who seriously 
mean business, 


If planning in our sense is ever going to 
get anywhere it must have a ‘* popular 
front,” a hard core of predetermined 
agreed policy, or the opposition (and there 
will be opposition, you can bet your 
life) will naturally say ‘‘ Just look at this 
bickering rabble, they are all at sixes and 
sevens—a Babel of conflicting irreconcil- 
able views—no fixed objectives—no damned 
good to anyone. Cut the whole gabbling 
lot right out, and let’s get on with the job 
like sensible business men without all this 
distracting planning nonsense, as we 
always have.” 


As they always have. As they always 
will, unless we are ready and forearmed 
to repel their attacks and infiltrations in 
a strong prepared defensive position that 
we are all prepared to hold, come what 
may. Some good planners are also good 
Conservatives—of the modern sort. I’m 
not of any sort. Some of us are Liberals, 
some Socialists. Our several political 
outlooks will certainly greatly affect the 
scope of what we may propose to do, even 
more the means whereby we shall seek 
to do it. But surely all of us, unless there 
is some strangely surviving Feudal Party 
still alive in some outlandish place that 
I have never heard of—surely, I say, we 
can all agree this general programme. If 
you should say it is too genera] to be of 
any use I must beg to think you wrong. 
Look at the Atlantic Charter. That was 
as void of all detail as the Atlantic itself 
and yet—for that very reason indeed—it 
was accepted, not merely as a pious in- 
cantation but as the as yet pretty shape- 
less lump of rock that was to be shaped 
into the foundation stone that would ulti- 
mately carry a vast and highly elaborate 
building. 

Already, as we suddenly discovered, the 
work of raising the great superstructure 
was actually in hand—begun, as it were, 
by a secret mghtshift. Molotov—and all 
that. But enough of the national planning 
basis—the Tablets of Stone providentially 
brought down from Mount Sinai by this 
Association. Most wisely (because it is 
so very contentious, so highly inflammable 
a subject), nothing was inscribed on those 
tablets about the ownership of land. 

Few, if any, of us here, I imagine, have 
any clear or fixed conviction for or against 
Land Nationalisation as a principle. All 
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of us, I hope, are resolved to consider the 
question dispassionately and scientifically 
in the light of whatever credible evidence 
may present itseli—whether for or against. 
Looking at it solely from the point of view 
of physical planning we might well vote 
““Aye’’; from the angle of the ordinary 
citizen we might doubtfully abstain from 
voting at all, whilst from that of the land- 
owner who is both active and interested 
we might very well register an emphatic 
‘*No.”’ Both technically and omer omge of 
public ownership might be entirely right 
and justified, yet psychologically, and 
therefore sociologically, a great mistake. 

Yet it is an absolutely fundamental 
question to which a clear answer of some 
sort has simply got to be found before we 
can really start doing anything at all 
about implementing the seven points of 
the planning basis, or, indeed, getting 
anywhere with anything. In the name of 
common-sense and for mercy’s sake, do let 
us realistically face the fact that until 
we dispose of this basic question one way 
or the other, the wider policy of our 
planning can have no sure or valid 
foundation at all. Let us drag the thing 
out boldly to the very front and spotlight 
it, empanel the jury, hear the evidence 
and the expert witnesses, and judge ac- 
cordingly without fear or favour and at 
last get quit of this inhibiting question- 
mark. 


The Case for Municipal Ownership. 

You probably noticed the singular 
unanimity of the civic heads of the blitzed 
cities of Birmingham, Glasgow, Bristol, 
Plymouth, Portsmouth, York, Coventry 
and Exeter in interviews published in a 
recent Sunday’s ‘‘Observer.’’ These 
experienced and practical representative 
¢itizens—Mayors, Lord Mayors or Pro- 
vosts—all were clear and emphatic that 
only through the municipal ownership of 
urban land would it be possible for them 
to do an efficient, gracious and creditable 
replanning and reconstruction job. Now 
that is what I call fully credible expert 
evidence, not the technically partisan testi- 
mony of a professiona] planner but that of 
the responsible citizen who is simply out 
to get for his own particular town those 
conditions that seem to him most likely 
to promote the successful creation of a 
fully civilised city. 

I must say that that evidence has greatly 
fortified my own views, and I hope it has 
also impressed the Government. Now, 
with our own oft-expressed convictions 
thus suddenly reinforced by this solid civic 
backing, ought not we planners to cross 
the Ts and dot the Is and make a formal 
pronouncement so authoritative and clear 
that, whatever means be needed to achieve 
it, every municipality at any rate shali be 
empowered henceforth to subordinate 

rivate property rights to the public well- 

ing, the compensation payable in every 
case being rationed to accord with such 
realistic total as the city can afford with- 
out harmful over-capitalisation and undue 
debt—a figure awarded by an independent 
panel of economists? Personally, I have 
learnt to wince at that doomful, inhibiting 
word ‘‘ compensation ’’—what planner has 
not ?—and I should like to substitute 
another without its rather sinister associa- 
tions. My word would be, not ‘‘ compen- 
sation ’’ but ‘‘ consolation ’’—meaning, not 
necessarily the full cash equivalent, but 
something sufficiently substantial to (per- 
haps) reconcile the recipient to the fact 
that what he may be losing on his pri- 
vate swings is going into. the public 
roundabout in which, after all, he is 
also a shareholder. 

Rural land is really a different and a 
separate problem, and I am much less sure 
about the answer. In a way it 1s a 


minority question. Directly, it only 
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affects about 15 per cent. of us as against 
the 85 per cent. or so who are townsmen. 

It might well emerge that there was a 
psychological case for Nationalisation (or 
its equivalent) and a practical case against 
it—or the other way round. Now—just 
to conclude with something positive and 
concrete even if hazardous, indeed per- 
haps shocking. What is wanted, as it 
seems to me, is this. I, A free and un- 
impeded field for well-considered State 
planning, essential public works and ser- 
vices, and community enterprises gener- 
ally. Ul. The optimum conditions for 
well-directed private enterprise and, per- 
haps, ownership too, with individual hold- 
ings rationed accordingly. 

Now, what about this as a method of 
attaining these desirable ends. 

Suppose the State or Crown or the 
Nation or the Public, or what you will, 
announces that on such and such a day it 
will assume the direct ownership of all the 
land in the Kingdom, paying out so many 
millions in I.0.U.s in return to the several 
owners. These I.0.U.s would be for 
“Land Pounds,” their precise value de- 
pending on the next. phase of the opera- 
tion, the aim being Par, but the forcibility 
being a limited gamble, as, say, between 
extremes of 15s. and 25s. It them decides 
what part of the land shall be permanently 
reserved to the Crown for public or 
quasi-public purposes—a tenth maybe— 
and proceeds to auction the remaining 
nine-tenths ‘back {to private citizens— 
but with such restrictions, reservations, 
obligations and regroupings as it may 
seem wise to impose in the common in- 
terest. In fact, the Government would be 
acting the familiar part of the common 
land-jobber, the estate-butcher—but with 
a difference, Largely through the activities 
of land speculators as well as through 
blind chance, the real estate of this 
country has been gradually hacked up into 
a quite crazy jig-saw, with ownership only 
here and there still corresponding intelli- 
gently and intelligibly with convenient, 
compact, economic and efficiently usable 
units. At an ordinary auction you buy 
whatever may happen to be offered in one 
lot, not because it is necessarily what you 
want, or what, for highest efficiency, it 
ought to be—just because that’s how it 
happened to come into the market, and for 
no better réason. 

Having intelligently regrouped and 
rationalised the land parcels wherever 
necessary, the Grand National Auction is 
held, and back into the Treasury pour 
millions of I.0.U.s—great and small. The 
total proceeds are compared with the total 
1.0.U.s previously handed out by the 
Treasury—not that it really matters 
practically, but just out of academic in- 
terest. For the Exchequer will pay out 
just exactly what is paid in, payimg also 
of course for such land as is retained at 
the thus ascertained prices—their actual 
market values. In fact, the land of Eng- 
land will have been painlessly bought and 
sold at the people’s own valuation through 
the medium of the National Pool. Those 
who most desire the land and are there- 
fore by presumption its best users, will 
have got what they want in optimum 
working units, but under covenants that 
prevent abuses and safeguard public in- 
terests, including amenities, and we town 
planners shall at last know roughly where 
we are—which should be a very heaven 
of relative certitude and common-sense, 
with all values automatically ascertained, 
all needless restrictions swept away. 

You may say that this is all “ hobby- 
horsical ’’ nonsense. Maybe it is. But if 
I can thus provoke you into concocting a 
really adequate Land Policy I shall have 
deserved more than derision. It is high 
time that the ‘‘Land Question” was 
dragged fearlessly out into stark daylight. 
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IN. PARLIAMENT 


Scottish Housing. 

During consideration of Scottish Esti- 
mates Mn. Tom JOHNSTON, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, referring to the hous- 
ing situation in Scotland, leaded 
that conditions were so terrible that 
they could not afford, even in war, to 
stop the building of houses already 
begun. They had completed since the 
war began 27,960 houses, 20,000 of them 
by local authorities. The number at 
present still being constructed was 7,482. 
He did everything in his power to get 
priority in labour and materials for their 
completion. In addition, four hostels 
had been built for homeless workers, each 
capable of accommodating, if necessary, 
480 men, and each capable of being 
quickly sub-divided after the war into 
family housing, with all modern con- 
veniences. 

Whoever had to shoulder the task of 
post-war housing in Scotland, the’ pro- 
vision of 40,000 to 50,000 houses a year, 
would require all the assistance and 
goodwill he could get in every quarter. 
It was alleged that some features of the 
Scottish rating system were deterrents 
to the more vigorous development of the 
owner-occupied house. It might be worth 
while inquiring how far they could be 
removed. He proposed at an early date 
to reconstitute and strengthen the Scot- 
tish Housing Advisory Committee. It 
would have power to co-opt specialists, 
and Mr. Westwood, the Under Secretary, 
would be chairman. Preliminary. work 
in connection with the selection of 
housing sites, so that. local authorities 
might be ready to start building imme- 
diately after war, was already in hand. 

In the debate which followed, 

Mr. WEDDERBURN, a former Under Sec- 
retary for Scotland, said that the 400,000 
or more houses that were needed as an 
emergency provision would never be pro- 
vided by the restricted methods to which 
they were limited before the war. Local 
authorities should be empowered now to 
acquire the necessary sites. He suggested 
that 20,000 to 30,000 prefabricated timber 
houses sheuld be provisionally ordered 
from Sweden for delivery in the first year 
of peace. 

Many other members also referred to 
the housing problem, and Mr. WEsSTWwooD, 
in reply, agreed that there should be 
continuity of policy. One of the difficul- 
ties had always been that if a new Act 
was in the offing, and a local authority 
thought it would get a better bargain 
than under the existing legislation, it 
always delayed housing. In many 
instances local authorities had not been 
very anxious to help the central autho- 
rity. The local authorities must know 
where they stood in the matter of sub- 
sidies, and the building trade workers 
equally wanted to know where they 
would be. The Secretary of State was 
fully alive to the supply of timber houses 
from Canada and Sweden, and the mea- 
sures to be taken for obtaining building 
labour and materials. 


Fletton Bricks by Road. 

Mr. Lipson asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Planning why Fletton bricks were being 
brought in very large numbers into the 
Cheltenham area by road, in spite of the 
urgent need to economise in the use of 
tyres and petrol, when there were suffi- 
cient bricks available in Cheltenham 
brickworks to meet all local require- 
ments. 

Mr. Hicks said that the carriage of 
bricks by rail or road was carefully con- 
trolled. It was not permissible to carry 
bricks without special permit for a 
greater distance than 75 miles by rail. 
With regard to road transport, the dis- 
tance ordinarily permitted was 50 miles. 
The Fletton bricks in question were made 
within this radius. It was the policy of 
his Ministry to adjust output of bricks 
over the country in accordance with the 
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estimated demand. The.output of Fletton 
bricks, though economical in manufac- 
ture in use of-man-power and coal, had 
been restricted to a greater extent than 
the brick industry generally; and it was 
essential in the national interest to main- 
tain the Fletton’ industry as well as the 
rest of the brick industry. According to 
his last returns, the Cheltenham brick- 
works were selling their full output. 


Demolition of Condemned Buildings. 

Mr. HannaH asked the Minister of 
Health whether, in order to deal with 
cases in which all the requirements of 
the Housing Act of 1930 were satisfied 
by the demolition of a condemned build- 
ing, he would take steps to give the local 
authority power to require the ‘owner to 
clear the site of old beams, bricks, and 
other rubbish. 

Mr. E. Brown said that a. clause to 
this effect was proposed in the Housing 
Bill of 1935, but was rejected on the 
grounds that it would have been confined 
to sites under the Housing Acts, and that 
if anything of this kind were to be done 
it should be applicable to all sites. The 
matter had been noted for future. general 
legislation 
Infested Wood. 

Mn. ee asked the Minister of 
Supply whether he was aware that wood 
from bombed houses was being used in 
the manufacture of furniture; and would 
he issue instructions that all such wood 
must be disinfested before being used 
for this purpose. 

Mr. Peat said he understood that some 
timber from bombed houses had been 
used in the manufacture of furniture. 
The standing instructions of the Ministry 
of Home Security already directed that 
verminous timber should be burned on 
the site. 


APPRECIATION OF 
ARCHITECTURE 


eo Brrpwoop WKILLCOCKs, 
F.R.I.B.A., now enables us to amplify our 
note published last week on the subject 
of Education in the Appreciation of Archi- 
tecture by publishing a suggested syllabus 
of eleven lectures for the use of local con- 
ferences of teachers. The syllabus is :— 


1. Tae Nature or Arcnitecture.—Cause, pur- 
pose, materials. Private and community art, the 
architect as an artist. The claims of the com- 
munity on: the architect. Why the apprecia- 
tion of architecture should be taught in schools. 

2. THe Post anp Linter.—The theory as a 
method of building, the influence of this theory 
on design (Greek-Roman). Development of the 
column, orders and enrichment—parallel to 
contemporary work. ; 

3. Toe Arcu.—Roman development, extension 
to Romanesque—parallels in contemporary de- 
velopment. ; 

4. Tae THEORY OF THE PornteD ARcu.—Planning 
theories relative: to structural, religious and 
social requirements. 

5. Tue Renaissance.—Meaning of word. Re- 
discovery of classical methods, academic varia- 
tions on classical themes. ‘ 

6. THe 18TH, 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES.—Revival 
of classical ideals. Scholarly interest _in design 
on the part of the cultured classes. Nineteenth- 
century individualism. Discovery of new struc- 
tural methods. Infusion of foreign ideas. Con- 
flict of styles. Lack of understanding of 
community claims. 

7. THE BUILDINGS OF AN ENGLISH Town.—Growth 
of a local town and its architecture. 

8. Town Ptanninc.—Historical _ background; 
contemporary needs. Domestic, industrial, social 
and economic requirements, demands of trans- 
port, new cities. 

9. “‘ Brains Trust” DIScussION. % 

10.—EDUCATIONAL INTEGRATION.—The problem for 
the teacher. Architecture and the school cur- 
riculum—a_ general survey. Architecture in 
the humanities, science and_ handicrafts. 

11. RecaPITULATION.—Summing-up of the course. 

The lectures to be. well illustrated. They 
might last for about an hour and should be 
followed by a discussion. 

It is well to emphasise that it is not pro- 
posed to introduce a new subject into an 
already overcrowded curriculum, but to 
include the appreciation of architecture as 
part of the art classes—an arrangement 
which many educationists consider makes 
the scheme practicable and very desirable, 
but which some have overlooked. 
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DECAYED STRUCTURES IN RELATION TO TOWN 


REDEVELOPMENT.—4 


BY B. PRICE DAVIES, F.S.I., F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I. 
Author of ‘‘ Estimating for Buildings and Public Works ’’ 


16. 

Once again we approach the problem of finance, and 
the accompanying tables have been compiled in order to 
indicate the effect of borrowing and lending money. : 

The writer has indicated elsewhere* that costs ean be 
resolved into two factors—namely, “labour costs” and 
““money costs.” 

Apart from profits on construction and materials, the 
building costs are those of labour -in its numerous forms. 
When we pay interest for the loan of money to build our 
structure, then we are facing a ‘‘ money cost,” or money 

arned by money. : 
“tt is = pee to the community to keep the ratio 
of money costs as low as possible. 


AMORTISATION TABLE. 
AMORTISATIONS PER ANNUM PER £100 CapiTaL OUTLAY. 





A »”» io B ” 
With compound interest Total interests paid 


Amortisation per annum at for entire periods. 





periods. 5 33 23 5 3h 
per cent.| per cent.} per cent.|} per cent.| per cent. 
£ £ £ £ £ 





8.02 d 6.40 60.4 40.8 
6.51 , 4.78 95.3 63.2 
5.48 . 3.52 174.0 113.0 
5.29 a 3.23 217.4 140.6 
5.10 A 2.90 308.0 199.2 
5.04 3.61 2.73 404.0 261.0 


The Amortisation Table, Part ‘“‘ A,” indicates the annual 
payments required in both repayment of capital and pay- 
ment of interest with regard to borrowing £100. Taking 
the 5 per cent. column, we see that as the period of years 
increases the annual repayment decreases. But this should 
be balanced up against the 5 per cent. column of Part “ B, 
and here we see the reverse side. In twenty years the 
entire interest paid would be £60.4 as against £404.0 in a 
hundred years. We have to choose, therefore, as between 
heavy annual payments and heavy ultimate interest costs. 
As the periods extend, the annual repayments do not 
lessen to a great degree, and the thirty years’ period offers 
a suitable choice. On a 5 per cent. interest per annum 
basis, the interest and repayment of capital is but a trifle 
more than 6} per cent. So we adopt a thirty years’ period 
for borrowing, and this is the maximum period of the 
Building Societies and the Small Dwellings Acquisition 
Acts. 

At the end of thirty years we have paid for our recon- 
structed building, and in that way we are relieved of a 
payment of 6} per cent. per annum. What shall we do now, 
for in another thirty years the building will be compara- 
tively old? Well, we should make the building help to its 
further replacement, and from its rental we should put 
money in reserve as an insurance against the inevitable 
deterioration of Time. 

The Sinking Fund Table, Part “ C,” indicates the annual 


SINKING FUND TABLE. 


AnnuaL. SINKING Funps To MAKE £100 CaprraL at Enp OF TIME 
PERIODS. 





























“we 
With compound interest 
per annum at 
Sinking fund 5 3h 
periods. 


“ D ”» 
Total interests accrued 
for entire periods. 
23 5 34 23 





er cent.} per cent.| per cent.|/ per cent.| per cent.) per cent. 
: £ £. £ £ £ 





39.52 
54.85 
66.88 
76.10 


29.28 
41.86 
52.68 
61.85 


21.70 
31.66 
40.64 
48.70 


3.024 3.915 
1.505 : 2.278 
828 > 1.484 
ATS | 1.026 
.283 -735 83.02 69.46 55.90 
103 403 91.76 80.96 67.76 


(The above tables have been compiled with the assistance of Parry’s 
Valuation Tables. (College of Estate Management)). 


20 years 
30 





























*“The Analysis of Building Costs.’’ 


payments necessary to make £100 capital at various 
interests and periods. 

With the small sums invested annually, we can only 
expect 2} per cent. interest, and for thirty years we see that 
this is £2.278 per annum. Were we desirous of only pro- 
viding 25 per cent. of the capital outlay and to leave the 
next generation to borrow the remainder, then our annual 
payment would be £2.278 ~ 4 = £.57 per annum, or Ils. 5d. 
(per £100 value). 

Alternatively, we could seek a longer period with a full 
realisation at the end of that period. Should this be 
eighty years, then the annual payment would be £.403 per 
annum, or 8s. 2d. (per £100 value). 

So that if we go for compulsory insurance for buildings 
of ages more than thirty years, we shall be providing for 
their ultimate reconstruction. This insurance against the 
effect of Time could be made through the State or through 
the insurance companies. The insurance policy and 
receipts would go with the other deeds of the property, 
while the value of the property would then comprise 
site, building and insurance policy values. Although the 
owner might never live to see the reconstruction of the 
property, he would still be the possessor of the payments 
he had made towards such reconstruction. 

These insurance payments would form a pool of finance 
from which Commissioners could draw for reconstruction 
payments after giving the whole matter due consideration. 

17. 


From the problems of the distant future we return to 
the immediate future and the reconstruction period of the 
thirty years after the war. 

In Section 15 above we have given the existing buildings 
their past and future individual age periods, and to the 
redevelopment area we have given a future group age 
period. The latter could be done periodically for addi- 
tional groups every ten years, and it is to be not less than 
five and not more than thirty years. Should the properties 
be of no redevelopment value, we need not trouble unduly. 
Notice will be served, the building demolished, the site 
cleared, and no compensation paid. Such a case is com- 
parable to slum clearance in operation. 

With our shopping High Street, however, we are as much 
concerned with reconstruction as we are with demolition. 
It is a decided drawback to a shopping street to have blank 
spaces in it—especially when they are dark at night. For 
the sake of other owners and the local rates, we must 
have the redevelopment going on. Here again we must 
put limiting periods for keeping the sites vacant. If a 
person cannot rebuild on the site, then he must sell it to 
another who can. If he wants to retain the site and rebuild 
on it, but has not the means, then the State or local 
authority (or both) should help him. 

When his building is given its individual age period and 
the district given its group age period, he should be made to 
take out an insurance policy on the lines indicated in 
Section 16. In this way he would have some money of 
his own, however much or little, to start with the 
reconstruction. 

The local authority, with the extended provisions of the 
Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, could lend him the 
remainder. After all, there is a lot to be said for Naboth’s 
desire to retain the vineyard of his fathers. 

18. 


The problem of the jigsaw puzzle of numerous owner- 
ships of a redevelopment site remains with us. There are 
several alternatives. 

(a) The local authority can acquire the whole of the 
land and resell or lease it in portions. 

(b) The local authority can rearrange the sites in order 
to accommodate individual requirements in the light of 
general requirements. 

(c) The owners could arrange a single ownership placed 
in an individual or in a company. Here they might form 











the company themselves. Rents could be agreed upon and 


the company would pay its dividends on the basis of such 
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To help such architectural effort, the revision of building 
legislation is necessary. One occupier may require but a 


































































rents. There might be limiting figures for minimum and small extent of floor area, while another may require a to 
maximum dividends. There are other alternatives which great deal. : ; wa 
are still more complicated ! _ Building legislation should allow the fire-prevention Fo 
With regard to such redevelopments, consideration of insulation of 9-in. solid walls and 6-in. reinforced concrete the 
architectural design in plans, sections and elevations ~ floors (or ceilings) to take up overlapping forms both in fin 
would be necessary. The group redevelopment should be plan and in section. In this way the individual require. na 
designed by a practical type of qualified architect, so that ments could be met in a large building. 

appearance and amenity are given full consideration. (To be concluded.) 8 
Vv 

Me 

CORRESPONDENCE amount of restriction on whims and a _ sation. Dimensional co-ordination would ¥ 

; little more practical adaptability by be much more fully appreciated by t 
(Continued from page 46.) architects, Ag sng om 8 by-laws, architects if they ‘ow a closer acquaint- a 

‘ agate é proper control of the builders’ register ance with the best of the speculati , 

Public Education in Architecture. and observance of most of the atl, ai builders, and I am certain that phe Pom se 

To tHe Epitor or The Builder. article suggests, will enable contractcrs of such acquaintance would be the aboli- ° 
Srr,—The time is now ripe to foster to introduce more science into their call- tion of the prefabricated house and the B 
a greater love and understanding of  img- Scientific management in building completely standardised house from the di 
architecture. We have before us large construction can achieve all that pre- realms of practicable possibility. lo 
and venturesome schemes to tackle any fabrication can achieve and, strength for With a modified set of practical - 
a kage t nso aE strength, can achieve it as economically. standards, and with the co-operation of bit 
g great antiquity to. be High costs mainly originate with tne the operatives and technical staffs on both §. Su 
replaced by modern architecture; it architectural profession, plus by-laws, sides, pre-war building costs (except those J ™ | 
therefore behoves us to see that the which together have in the past conspired, of the very best organisations) could pe — 48515 
youth of to-day are trained to appre- as it were, to make every building reduced greatly, and include guaranteed J fact 
ciate the true art and styles in build- different in so many details (often com- weekly minimum wages for workers, a — ven 
ings and are not prepared to accept pletely hidden and unnecessarily different)  week’s holiday with pay, and better site J were 
any abortion that, may be set before that the builder and his foreman and staff conditions. In this way our native land & port: 
rit have had to study every job afresh and may remain unscarred by post-war J Mini 

. ; ° concentrate their efforts on deciphering . experiments or alternatives foreign to our 

I feel that if the lectures referred to in specifications, contracts, plans, by-laws logical methods. [0 
and details, to the exclusion of scientific Architects are largely to blame for the I held 


your last issue which are now being given 
in the schools could be given to men and 
women in the Services it would be a 
pleasant diversion in their spare time and 
would be received enthusiastically. If a 
copy of these notes could be sent to me, 
as a Civil Engineer associated with archi- 
tecture for many years, I would willingly 
give one or two lectures each week to the 
men and women on this station which,, I 
can assure you, would be greatly appre- 
ciated. D. Skexprne, F./La. 
Lancs. 


Prefabrication. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Your leading article (July 3) 
should help considerably to’ clear the 
air. - For reasons mentioned in it, if 
for no other reasons, it is obvious that 
many exponents of prefabrication are 
doomed to disappointment if they are 
dreaming of factory-made houses in 
the general sense of that phrase. Sim- 
plification, standardisation and limita- 
tion in several respects are practicable 
and desirable, and will when de- 
veloped to a much higher degree prove 
extremely economical without produc- 
ing that much-feared monotony or 
nightmare of sameness that is perhaps 
more of a dream than anything else. 

Exponents of prefabrication do fre- 
quently exhibit a serious lack of practical 
knowledge of building possibilities on the 
more traditional lines, and also fail to 
recognise to the full extent the mass 
factory-produced standardised components 
of pre-war houses and other henvngs. 
There is, of course, always room ior 
improvement, and many firms will con- 
tinue to press their solutions, i.e., wares, 
upon the industry. The danger is that 
too many alternatives will arise, and the 
consequent confusion may cause us to look 
back with yearning on the days of simple 
standardised bricks, with all their ‘‘ plas- 
ticity.”’ I fear that’ the wave of enthu- 
siasm for prefabrication will obscure the 
facts relating to the possibilities of 
traditional and present methods of con- 
struction. 

With the. better organisation of the 
building industry that is now taking 
place, and the improved training and 
education of its personnel, a certain 


management of men and materials. Most 
of this miscalled freedom has been ignor- 
ance or lack of co-operation, and has not 
(except perhaps in a very few isolated 
cases) improved the esthetic appearance 
of our streets, towns or country. 

After the war, to save labour and 
possibly prefabricated abortions, it will 
be necessary for our architects to get 
together and be practical, otherwise the 
only hope for rapid and economical build- 
ing is to cut the cackle and allow the 
best type of speculative builder a free 
hand te get on with the work. There is 
no doubt that the speculative builder has 
accumulated much of his abuse through 
the impotent jealousy of others who have 
been more inclined to criticism than to 
active co-operation or control. 

With special regard to housing, the 
speculative builders can teach the industry 
much jin the art of management and 
efficiency, and they should be strongly 
represented on any committees likely to 
exercise influence over post-war building 
in regard to simplification of planning, 
construction, specification and standardi- 
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lack of progress, planning, and _progres- 
sive organisation on building works. They 
are generally too far behind with their 
own plans to allow the builder to plan, 
and too many deviations arise to es 
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plans even when they are prefabricate NA} 
My plea is that if we devote more time Ay 
and energy to improving and perfectin ey 
the known and accepted materials an Build; 
methods of labour and construction we Ho rs 
should arrive sooner at the point where oe 
building costs or speed approached more sng 
nearly the factory production outputs at ileal | 
which prefabrication aims. To enable us oi ’ 
to do this, architects must ‘‘ get down wat 
to it’’ at once and endeavour to perfect ie 
and simplify old methods and materials B. ~ 
before too readily dabbling with new, ™ ™- 
perhaps unknown, untried, and most they h 
certainly far too numerous and mostly rege 
e p 


undesirable ones. 
Dunkir 


of usir 





oAgl <2 
P.S.—My references to scientific man- 









agement are intended in the full sense, would 
and not limited by the American interpre #S"4tes 
tation, as expounded by F. W. Taylor, Pope 

out the 






in special regard to labour.—C. G. 
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Medium and Small-sized Builders. that th 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. ao 
Sir,—I have read with interest the beople | 
further correspondence on this subject fMand dir, 
submitted by various Federations and food b 
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private individuals following my letter 














printed in your issue of May 22, and I hey cc 
am rather perturbed at the tone of he wor 
some of these letters, as I was begin- ce the 
° ° chitect 
ning to hope that at. long last a certaim Bhi, oo, 
amount of comnion sense was entering & (h,.<. 
into the organisation of the building Bhe com: 
industry,. but apparently this is not so fo serve 
in some cases. ere cal 
I do feel that if the people responsible #th pro 
for running the various Federations apper- ##°dwrem 
taining to the building industry, of whose #PYtteltor 
help the building industry is in such vital oncludec 
need, were to put their personal prejudices ot 0 
yeen 





on one side, or even go so far as to forget 
for a while the needs of their individual 
members. and study the needs of _ the 
industry as a whole, if only for a short 
time, it would do an immense amount of 
good. 





idual.’ 

Atlantic 
ean thd 
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In the past there has been too much of iti gen 
this self-first feeling, petty jealousies, etc., rang q 
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and the industry as a whole has suffered 
to an enormous extent, and during this 
war the national effort is suffering also. 
For instance, does it not seem ridiculous 
that even in these times a Federation 
finds time to meet, debate and pass resolu- 
tions like the following :— 
‘‘By resolution passed at special 
general meetings, members are required 
when, employing master plasterers or 
master tilers in the London area to 
employ only such who are members of 
the L.M.B.A., or if not members, will 
as a condition of receiving an order, 
apply for membership of the Associa- 
tion, or if not a London firm and if not 
a member of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, will imme- 
diately apply for membership of the 
local Master Builders’ Association in his 
area affiliated to the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers.”’ 
Surely nobody can say that time spent 
in passing such resolutions as these is 
assisting the national effort. In point of 
fact, this time would be much better spent 
even if the men who attend these meetings 
were called up for work of national im- 
portance. This may be a tip to the 
Ministry of Labour. 
MopeErNn BUILDER. 

[Other correspondence is unavoidably 

held over.—Eb.] 


ACCELERATION OF 
GOVERNMENT BUILDING 


NATIONAL FEDERATION MEETING. 


Av the half-yearly meeting in London 
last week of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, Mr. Thoma 
Howarth, B. J.P., President, 
announced that a special committee has 
industry to 
the Govern- 


been set up by the soaps J 
deal with the acceleration o 
ment building programme. (This news was 
given under “In Parliament ’’ in our 
last issue. —Ep.) 


praise of Government after 
Dunkirk. They hoped the present method 
of using the resources of the industry 
would be changed sc as to use to the 
greatest possible extent the many con- 
tracting firms, with their staffs, through- 
out the country. 

It would sometimes seem from speeches 
that this great industry had been run by 
alot of wicked and dishonest people, and 
he view was taken 
people that nothing but: a ‘State-controlled 
and directed service could give the people 
good buildings and do first-class work. 
He resented that aspersion on their work. 
They could look with pride on most of 
he work done in this country. , Nowhere 
n the world were to be found better 
brchitects, huilders and craftsmen than in 
his country. 

Changes must come, and as servants of 
he community they must set themselves 
0 serve their day and generation ‘as they 
ere called upon to do so, moving ever 
vith progressive ideas and with modern 
equirements. ‘‘I agree with Mr. 
yttelton, the Minister of Production,” 

the 


d the driving force of the free indi- 
idual.’ Surely if the terms of the 
Atlantic Charter mean anything they 
ean that full freedom shall be given to 
ations and individuals to develon their 
wn genius, and give to every individual 
itizen a right to develop his person- 


lity. 


by many competent _ 
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EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 


Questions from readers arising out of War- 
time difficulties and recent Emergency 
legislation will be answered by a special 
staff of contributors. Questions, addressed 
to the Editor, should be accompanied by 
a stamped addressed envelope. 
Shelters at Factories, etc. 

Smr,—The announcement from the 
Ministry of Home Security given in your 
twsue for June 5 calls attention to the fact 
that surface shelters designed under the 
Revised Code to take 31 to 49 may now 
accommodate 50 persons, but the limit of 
accommodation at 33 sq. ft. is 50, so that 
a. 50-person surface shelter cannot now 
take 80. This is quite clear in the word- 
ing of Order No. 662/42, but the an- 
nouncement omits to state that in the 
case of trench shelters the Order makes 
no such limit, so that in a trench shelter 
designed to take 50 it is now allowable 
to accommodate 80. The relevant para- 
graph in the Order is here quoted :— 

“1. (a) In the case of a shelter accom- 
modating not more than 12 persons, or 
(6) in the case of a trench shelter having 
openings at both ends into the open air, 
or (c) in the case of a shelter wholly or 
partly above ground accommodating not 
more than 50 persons and freely venti- 
lated by two entrances connecting 
directly or indirectly with the apen air, 
it must have for every person accommo- 
dated not less than 3} sq. ft. of floor 
area.” 

Perhaps you would confirm this with 
the Ministry. 

M. Harttanp THomas. 

The Press Officer to the Ministry of 

Home Security now writes: Your corre- 
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spondent has correctly interpreted the 
Civil Defence (Revision of Code) Order 
(S.R. & O. 662/1942). The Press notice 
in question was intended to refer only to 
surface shelters, as there had been some 
misleading Press statements about the 
number of people who could now be 
accommodated in them. The Order did 
not change the conditions concerning the 
number of people in trench shelters, and 
the Press notice was not intended tp 
apply to trench shelters, 


THE INSTITUTE OF 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


THE annual general meeting of the Insti- 
tute of Quantity Surveyors was held on 
June 6, at the White Horse Hotel, Con- 
egress Birmingham, the President, 
Mr. A. C. Remnant, F.F.A.S., F.1.Q.S., 
being in the chair. 

After the regular business had been dis- 
cussed, the President proceeded to give a 
review of the past year’s happenings, re- 
ferring especially to the satisfactory 
growth of the Institute, the activities of 
the branches, and the work of the war 
emergency committee. He referred also 
to the recent publication, ‘‘ Standard 
Schedule of Prices,’ prepared under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings, revealing some ~ interesting 
items which were later the subject of 
much comment. 

The President’s speech was followed by 
a résumé of the work of the War Emer- 
gency Committee during the past year by 
Mr. H. A. L. Tozer, F.1.Q.8. (Chairman of 
the War Emergency Committee), particu- 
lar reference being made to the activities 
of the Employment Register of the Insti- 
tute which had had a very busy time and 
had fulfilled its duties. The protection of 
the profession at the present moment had 
received special attention, and it was em- 
phasised that the Institute only allowed 
membership to those proved as Quantity 
Surveyors and practising as such. 

Mr. A. C. Remnant was elected as 
President for the second year in succes- 
sion, and was given a vote of thanks for 
the valuable services rendered during 
his term of office. The officers of 
the council were elected in accordance 
with the nominations as follows: Presi- 
dent, A. C. Remnant, F.F.A.S.; Vice- 
President, J. B. Shaw, J.P., A.I.Arb., 
M.R.I.P.H., F.I.A.S.; Members of the 
Council, F. Biscoe Taylor, F.F.A.S., 
R. McA. Campbell, L. Crook, G.- B. 
Evans, J. Gregg, F.F.A.S., C. G. Holmes, 
J. L., Jackson, P.A.S.I., A.I.A.S., E. T. 
Leach, D. C. Palmer, T. Pemberton, 
A.I.A.S., J. V. Price, C. Thornton Hall, 
H. A. L. Tozer, C. R. Vinycomb, L. E. 
Wheble, A. E. R. Wilson, and R. W. 
Wyatt, A.I.0.B.; Hon. General Secretary, 
W..J. Masterman, F.F.A.S. 

The meeting was then thrown open to 
the branch secretaries, who gave accounts 
of local activities, and after the tea inter- 
val discussions took place on many items 
of interest to the profession, notably the 
encouragement of training facilities for 
junior members. 


War Damage Repairs, Sunderland. 

The War. Damage Commission has 
issued a notice which affects certain areas 
of the County Borough of Sunderland. 
The effect of the notice is that any person 
proposing to execute any works for the 
repair of war damage, other than tem- 
porary works. in the named areas, must 
first inform the Commission. 
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RURAL HOUSING 


HOUSING CENTRE DISCUSSION. ° 


‘“‘ RuraL Hovsine ”’ was the subject dis- 
cussed at a meeting of the Housing Centre 
held on Tuesday, June 30, at 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. Mr. A. E. Monks, from 
Holland, Lincolnshire—District Organiser 
for the Agricultural Workers’ Union—was 
the principal speaker. Mr. Ambrose 
Appelbe presided. 

The lecturer said the history of rural 
housing was one of neglect. Some cottages 
were hundreds of years old, but the tenants 
were still very largely expected to do all that 
was necessary to the interior. Not one in 
a hundred of the owners of rural cottages 
ever thought of decorations inside the 
house; paper-hanging and so on fell to 
the woman who lived in it. The question 
of whether ghe should strip the wall or 
apply new paper over the old had some- 
times to be considered in the light of the 
fact that if she removed the existing paper 
much of the plaster would fall. ‘There 
were no proper facilities for storing food, 
and this difficulty was increased by the iact 
that the rural cottager had to buy in 
larger quantities than the inhabitant of a 
town. 

Of the houses in rural parishes one-third 
were still without a piped water supply, 
but this fact gave no indication of the con- 
dition of the farm worker: it would be 


more true to say that eighty per cent. of 
purely rural houses pea by farm 
workers had no such supply. There was 


usually no electricity, gas or sewerage. 
In a rural area adjoining the one in which 
he lived the medical officer of health had 
reported that one-fifth of all the houges 
occupied were unfit for human habitation, 
and in making this estimate council houses 
and houses occupied by farmers and 
artisans were taken into account. This 
condition was general. 

Nevertheless, rural workers had diffi- 
culty in hanging on to such cottages as 
they had got. In some districts rural in- 
dustries, such as the production of sugar 
from beet, or the canning of fruit, brought 
an influx of town workers looking for 
cottages, while the better type of house 
was sought for by week-enders, who were 
often able to buy a house and alter and 
improve it. Many rural workers had had 
to leave their cottages for these reasons. 
He had lived in an Oxfordshire cottage, 
beautiful to look at, but where his wife 
had to take every drop of soiled ‘water 
across the main road to dispose of it. 

It was not everybody who understood 
what was meant by atied cottage. This was 
a cottage occupied by a man and his family 
by virtue of being employed by the owner 
of the cottage. Such houses were usually 
occupied by stockmen or others whose work 
wag in connection ‘with animals. In days 

one by thousands of such men and their 
amilies had been turned out of cottages 
without any application to the Court, 
but nowadays the Agricultural Workers’ 
Union made a special feature of the defence 
of its members in ejectment proceedings. 
Notice to quit might be because of a quar- 
rel with the employer, or because illness 
or age made the cottager unable to do 
satistactory work, or the family might be 
evicted when the man died. 

During the inter-war years there had been 
some faint attempt to remedy the housing 
—— and the Housing of the Rural 
Workers Act had been ‘used in a variety 
of ways. The Holland (Lincs) authority 
had dealt with a few, but not well from 
the esthetic point of view. The 
Ministry’s regulations left a great deal to 
be desired. Local authorities should 
prepare plans for numbers of cottages to 
be built after the war, and should be sub- 
ject to a National Planning Authority so 
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far as amenities were concerned. If elec- 
tricity, gas and water were not available 
when the house was built, it should never- 
theless be so erected that they could be 
readily laid on. There should be women 
on all housing authorities. He did not 
think it would be pogsible to lay down any 
hard-and-fast rule with regard to the size 
of the village or the size and design of the 
house. In the Fens there was some demand 
for isolated houses. 

In the course of the discussion that fol- 
lowed Mr. Monk gaid the tendency was 
to add to the number of tied cottages, since 
the farmers had had to get more workers, 
and any future housing scheme should 
make such provision that any worker who 
wanted to go into a free house could do so. 

In reply to a question, he said that 
under the existing law, if the rural dis- 
trict council did not take action with re- 
gard to housing the county council could 
do- so, but he did not know of any case 
where this had been done. 

Mr. Cameron Brown said there was an idea 
that rural water supply -could only be 
accomplished by carrying miles of pipe 
from a town, but there could be a local 
pumped supply. The limiting factor was 
sewerage. 

Mr. J. Bernard said the danger of local 
sewage disposal was the risk of con- 
taminating shallow wells. 

Replying to a question as to hostels for 
agricultural workers, the lecturer said it 
would be better to build half-a-dozen 
gcod cottages which would be available after 
the war. But the hostels had baths, sew- 
age disposal] plants and a large day-room 
which was in effect a village hall. This 
might be used for day continuation classes 
and technical courses for agricultural 
workers after the war. 
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SCIENTIFIC HOUSING 


COMMITTEE MEETING. 


A GENERAL meeting of the Committee for 
the Industrial and Scientific Provision of 
Housing was held recently at Brown’; 
Hotel, London, W.1, under the chairman. 
ship of Mr. Harry Weston. 

_ Mr. Wort, the chairman of the Execv. 
tive Committee, in the course of a progress 
report, said that the Committee was still 
in a formative stage, but it was envisaged 
as representing all the various categories 
of prone now in the building industry 
and likely to be drawn into it after the 
war—for it must essentially be a join 
committee representative of the profes. 
sions—architects, engineers, surveyors 
manufacturers of materials, of the distri. 
buting merchants, of the builders and 
contractors and the building operatives, 
The original Committee consisted of ten 
members. Since then the membership ha 
increased to 27, ten of whom were archi. 
tects, the remainder being from industry 
and other professions. They were aiming 
at a further expansion amongst the indus. 
trialists and non-architectural professions, 

Friendly relations had been established 
with trade associations and_ professional 
bodies. The list was continually expand: 
ing. Informal contact had been estab- 
lished with various Government Depart 
ments, and it was hoped in due cours 
that these contacts would be formalised, 

They had set up several sub-committees, 
and on the first of these the whole of thei 
work might well rest—the investigation o 
the history of prefabrication. Thus, the 
Building Technique Sub-Committee, work: 
ing under the direction of Mr. Clarke Hall, 
was doing. excellent work under its terms 
of reference—i.e.: ‘‘To prepare an histori 
survey of methods of rationalising hous 
construction, in particular those methods 
suited to factory production. The survey 
to include the reasons which have led ts 
the adoption or discontinuation of thes 
methods and to indicate lines along whici 
further development should proceed.’’ 

The Costing Sub-Committee  wouli 
report upon the comparative costing 
methods and procedure of the buildin 
and engineering industries. The purpos 
of this inquiry was to ascertain the effed 
of mass production on costs and its rel 
vance to building procedure. This 
Committee was shortly to be strengthened 
by a representative of the Institute 0 
Costing and Works Accountants. 


Another sub-committee was on indu 
trial organisation : ‘‘ To inquire into guil 
or corporation organisation, with speci 
reference to its applicability (a) to th 
provision of housing by mass production 
(b) to the utilisation or consumption 0 
housing.” 

There was also a sub-committee @ 
housing organisation, to inquire into th 
finance of the erection and consumption ¢ 
houses, and it would, they hoped, includ 
representatives from building _ societit 
housing societies and also those charge 
with the management of property, lam 
agents, etc. 

There was considerable controve 
about the effect of mechanisation ° 
personnel connected with building and 
groups of the building industry. A su 
committee was therefore in process 
formation which would include, th 
hoped, representatives of the industry # 
the Trade Unions. 


The Chairman congratulated Mr. Wo 
and the Executive Committee upon 4 
work that had been done, and it ¥ 
unanimously resolved that the rep 
should be received and the work continue 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not 
included in this list, see previous issues. 
Those with an asterisk are advertised in 
this number. The dates at the héad of 
paragraphs are those for the submission 
of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and 
address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 


JULY 20. 
Enfield U.D.C.—Erection of fire station 
for N.F.S. F. Lee, A.M.Inst.C.E., E., 


‘Percy House,” 7, Little Park-gdns., 
Enfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 21. 


Accrington T.C.—Erection of two nur- 
series. B. E. 

Pudsey T.C.—Erection of huts for 4 
war time nursery classes and 1 war time 


nursery. B. §. 
SULY 2. 
St. Germans R.D.C.—Alterations to fire 
station.. J. Percival Heath, oo 
(jermans,”’ Lower Port View, 


Dep. £1 Is. 
JULY 23. 

Antrim.—New nurses’ room at hospital 
F. D. Brown and Sons, Consulting E. and 
Architects, Bank of  Ireland-chbrs., 
Queen’s Bridge, Belfast. 

Armagh U.D.C.—Erection and equip- 
ment of gas-cleansing station and first- 
aid ‘post. T. C. Dep. &3. 

*Hyde T.C.—Builders’ work in connec- 
tion with erection of two war-time nur- 
series. B. S. Dep. £1 1s. 

Manchester T.¢—(1) Conversion of 
Prospect House, Church-la., Moston; (2) 


Jey ° 


Saltash. 


Conversion of Continuation school 
Emden-st., Hulme, into war-time day 
nurseries, City Architect. Dep. £1 ls. 
each, 

JULY 25. 
Birkenhead 1.C.—Demolition of a 
block of property. 8. 


JULY 27. 
Gillingham T.C.—War-time nursery, 
Marlborough-rd, B. E, and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 1. 
*Croydon C.B.—Additional strengthen- 
ing of communal domestic surface shel- 
ters on 18 sites. B. E. Dep. £1 1s. 


NO DATE. 

West Riding War Agricultural Execu- 
tive Committee.—Construction of milk- 
room together with laying-on of water to 
farm buildings. W. P. Richardson, 
Chief Executive Officer, ‘‘ Tyringham,” 
Duchy-rd., Harrogate. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


JULY 20. 
Helmsley R.D.C.—External painting of 
43 houses. C. France, C. 
Salford 1T.C.—Scraping, cleaning and 
painting of bridges. City E. 


JULY 21. 

Leeds T.C.—(1) Interior and exterior 
painting of Headingley Library; (2) ex- 
terior painting of Hunslet Library, W. 8S. 
Cameron,- City E. 


JULY 22, 
Ashford.—Outside painting for Staines 
Joint Hospital Board. J. H. Sandy. 


Clerk to Board, Clifford House, 12, Han- 
worth-rd., Feltham, Middx. 

Elland U.D.C.—External painting of all 
buildings, etc., at cemetery. F. R. 
Birkhead, E. and 8. 


JULY 24, 

Llanelly and District General Hospital, 
—Exterior painting of hospital. eab A 
Pipe, Secretary. 

West Riding C.C.—Renovations of two 
schools at Heckmondwike. Divisional 
Clerk for Education, St. John’s North, 
Wakefield. 

JULY 27, 


Horbury U.D.C.—External painting of 
104 houses. H. Hillier, E, and 8. 
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JULY 28, 
Dunfermline T.C.—Painter work at 
olice station and offices, J. G. Hardie, 
-F.8., 13, New-row, Dunfermline. 
AUGUST 3. 
Bushey U.D.C.—External painting of 25 
houses. 8. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


JULY 24. 
Sowerby Bridge U.D.C.—Resetting two 
beds of horizontal retorts. Eng. and 
Manager, Gasworks, Mearclough, Sowerby 


Bridge. 
JULY 27. 

Richmond T.C, — Reconstruction of 
approx. 120 ft. of mainstream frontage 
at Brentford Ait (Lower). B. E., Hotham 
House, Heron Court, Richmond, Surrey. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 


WORKS. 
j JULY 23. 
Islington B.C.—Surface dressing of 
roads. B. E and 8. 


JULY 27. 

West Ham C.B.—(a) Removal of tram 
tracks; (b) supplying and laying of two- 
coat rolled asphalt paving. B. 8S. 

AUGUST 1. 
be seen T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 


JULY 20. 
Swansea C.B.—Water Engineer and 
Manager. T. C 


‘JULY 22. 
_ Malvern U.D.C.—Temporary Assistant 
Surveyor. J. Bulman, C. 
JULY 25 
*Cambridgeshire E.C. — Responsible 


Full-time Teacher of Building subjects. 


Education Secretary, Shire Hall, 
Cambridge. 

*Wembley B.C. — Temporary Salvage 
Officer. T, C. 


AUGUST 3. 
*Romford B.C.—Chief 
spector. T. C. 


Building In- 


War Damage and Materials. 

The Ministry of Health have issued to 
Local Authorities Circular 2663, which 
details certain modifications of an earlier 
circular (2550, December, 1941) relating 
to the use of Building Board, Lead Piping 
and the release of building materials from 
emergency reserve. 














The Leading Office for 
Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 


PUBLIC LIABILITY 


MOTOR 


Etc. Etc. 








Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 





A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. 

St. Marylebone.—Subject to Region 
approval B.C, accepted following tenders 
for erection of shelters: John Lewis 
(Building), Ltd., £1,084 (5); Kirk & Kirk, 
Ltd., £359, (1).—Subject to Region 
approval B.C. placed contract with T. C. 
Jones & Co., Ltd., Wood-la., W.12, at 
£537, for strengthening of a _ shelter.— 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., secured contract at 
£805 for erection of shelter at Lisson-gr.— 
B.C. to adapt shelter to provide public 
dormitory shelter for 141 persons at £325, 
subject to Region approval. 


PROVINCIAL. 
Ashbourne.—P. Birch & Sons, Ltd., 
Compton-st., Ashbourne, secured con- 


tract, at £739, for construction of tunnel 
shelter for U.D.@., to plans by D. Powell, 
Ss 


Birmingham.—T.C. received sanction to 
borrow £68,000 for A.R.P. works and war- 
time day nurseries. 

Bournemouth.—B.E. received approval 
in principle from Region for construction 
of a further 50 communal shelters. 

Essex. — €.C. consider following 
works: 5 first-aid posts, at £1,572; altera- 
tions to cleansing units and provision of 
protective works at 4 first-aid posts in 
Chigwell area, at £2,258; provision of gas 
cleansing facilities at Hornchurch and 
Upminster, at £1,375; cleansing unit at 
Ilford, at £848; erection of 46 annexes 
to wardens’ posts, at £4,738; water- 
proofing and strengthening trench. shel- 
ters, Ilford Sub-area, at £540. 

Gateshead.—J. Clarke &. Son (New 
Seaham), Ltd., Seaham, secured contract 
tor erection of garage for first-aid party; 
T.C. to. spend £195 on provision of 
protected sleeping accommodation at 
A.R.P. headquarters. 


Hull.—T.C. placed contracts with 
following for erection of - shelters at 
schools: G. H. Panton & Sons, Litd., 


Ltd., £324 (2); M. 
enner, 
City 


£324 (2); Sangwin, 
Holmes & Hayter, Ltd., £162 (1); 
Panton & Cs., Ltd., £162 (1); 
Engineer, £2,430 (15). 

Leeds.—T.C. propose provision of sleep- 
ing accommodation at civil defence posts 
and fire guard depots. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — City Council 

laced contract with Elliott Bros., Otter- 

urn-terr., Newcastle, at £567, for con- 
struction of protected sleeping accom- 
modation at Jesmond Dene House. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. — A. | Cotton, 
B.S., to proceed with erection ®f rein- 
forced concrete bases for 15 circular steel 
static water tanks on selected sites. 

Norwich.—E.C. propose shelters at Bull 
Close school, at £780. 

Wallsend (Northumberland).—C.C. to 
erect control centre. Plans by W. W. 
Tasker, County Architect, County Offices, 
Morpeth. 

Walsall.—T.C. propose two shelters at 
transport depot, at £360. Plans by M. E. 
Habershon, B.S. 

Wolverhampton.—T.C. placed contracts 
with following for strengthening of school 
shelters: J. Curry, Wolverhampton, 
£1,762 (13); T. & S. Ham, Wolverhamp- 
ton, £816 (6); E. G. Lester, Ltd., Stafford, 
£2,100 (16); Timmins & Davis, Wolver- 
hampton, £700 (5); G. W. Yates, Ltd., 
Wednesbury, £1,142 (8). 


B.S. Specifications. 

Among recent specifications issued by 
B.S.I. from 28, Victoria-street, S.W., are : 

Concrete Road Slabs (B.S. No. 1020). 
Price 2s. 3d. post free. 

Copper Alloy Ingots and Castings (B.S. 


No. 1021-8). Price 2s. 3d. post free. 

B.S.S. for Blastfurnace Slag Coarse 
Aggregate (B.S. No. 1,047). Price 2s. 3d., 
post free. 

B.S.S. for Sand Lime Calcium Silicate 
Bricks. (B.S. No. 187). Price 2s. 3d., 
post free. 

B.S.8S. for Silicon Bronze Ingots and 
Castings. (B.S. No. 1,029/30). Price 


2s. 3d., post free. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1942 
[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 





Crafts-| Lab- 


Crafts-| Lab- | Cras | Lab- | 
men. ourers., || | 


men. | ourers. | ourers. | 











of Thanet 
of Wight 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon \Colwyn Bay 
Accrington /6t |\Congleton 
Aldeburgh ... aun \Coventry . ae 
Aldershot . -| 1/94 ‘Cranbrook . 
Alfreton . . \Cranleigh 
Crawley . 

. \Crewe ... 
Amble.. . \Cromer . 
Amersham , : \Crowborough. - 1/5} ||Sittingbourne 
Cuckfield .....004% 1/6} ||Skegness 
[Darlington 1/6} ||Sleaford 
|Darwen Fe 

|Daventry 


a 9 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch .. sheet ae a - 1 /54 ||Southport 
Ashford (Kent) 1/9 [Derby ... & 1/64 ||South Shields 
Ashford (Middlesex). . jpeekeah wes 1/8 1/9 1/43 ||Spalding 
Ashington Dewsbury ES Stafford 
Didcot... zh 1/54 ||Staines 
SNE Bises be 1/65 | Stamford 
Doncaster . 5 Stevenage 
Dorchester ... 1/74 ||Stockport 
\Dorki 1/7. ||Stockton-on-Tees .... 
\Dover 1/9 Eat | 1/64 ||Stoke-on-Trent 
[Dovercourt /' 1/64 | Stourbridge 
|Driffiel 1 Stourport 
Stowmarket 
||Stratford-on-Avon 
FY | Stroud 
||Sunderland 
||Sutton Coldfield 
Swaffh 





Eastbourne 
E. Glam. (Mon. Val.) 
East Grinstead 
||Swindon 
Tamworth 
Taunton 
a. 
Fakenham 1/8 ||Thames Haven 
Falmouth || Thetford 
Fareham Constable ||Thorpe Bay 
|Faversham 1/ Mowbray .... Todmorden 
Tonbridge 











Birmingham 
Bishop Auckland .... | 
Bishop’s Stortford... . Flint 
|Folkestone 
peneen-on-ties 

: 1 rome Uppingham 
= peat ; , 1 Gainsborough Uttoxeter 
Gateshead 1/6 Wakefield 
Gillingham (Kent).... / Walsall 

/ Walsden 

Walton-on-Naze 


Grantham 1/9 
Gravesend naa 1/ Wellington R.D. 
Great Yarmouth ....| 1/9 phen : Welwyn 

Grimsby | |Welwyn Gar. City 
Guildford 1/9 Wells (Norfolk) 

; West Bromwich 








[Hanley Weston-super-Mare .. 
|Harpenden Weybridge 
Burnley \Harrogate 1/64 |Weymouth 
Burslem ||Hartlepools } Whitby 
Burton-on-Trent |Harwich 1/9 \ 1/9 Whitstable 

\Paignton Widnes 


Peterborough Wigan 
|Plymouth Wigton 


oes sk Cee | Willington .... 
oe, ; Pome 1/$¢ lwilmsiow |... 

















|Hednesford 
|Hemel Hempstead 
|Henley-on-Thames 


\Pontypridd 
|Port Talbot 


Winchester 
Windermere 
Windsor .. 


Wisbech .. 


+ | 4 
[Redhi 1/5 Woodbridge 
oaeemen |/Horl Ripon ‘64 Worcester 
Chepstow 
Chertsey 





Hunstanton . 
|Huntingdon . ae 
\Iifracombe 1/9 |\Salisbury City 
'Ingatestone Salisbury Plain 
\Ipswich Sawbridgeworth 



































* Painters 4d. less than other Craftsmen. T Plus 2d. per working day. t Plasterers 2/14. 
{| Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/7}. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/6}. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Ma3ons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 62 
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THE BUILDER 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


Note ;: Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices 


of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRI >» &L. 

The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum 
price at works for full lorry loads. Sittingbourne 
district. A quotation for cartage should be o! 
as the haulage question is difficult. 


First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks......+.+s+++. 
Mild i oca 

Third Common Stocks 


‘MMuwAm F 


fs 


24 in. Phorp 
A discount of 64. 7,000 only 


3 


nro? ® t 
AocooheVeww 8 


London site) . 

Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) .... 
Do. Bullnose Conon, Seas) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) . 

Best Stourbridge YB me (London Stns.) :-— 

Sipteceee 3 in. 
CKS, Gentes Stns.) 

Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs 36 10 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 33 10 
Si 28 0 O Oneside&two one Fi 4 


a Quality, £2 per 1,000 Cc 

nd buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Gir £5 10s. extra over white. 
App Levy on Bricks. 3/-per 1 ,000 except Glazed Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered on site London Area. 
** PHORPRES ” ow PARTITION BLOCKS. 
s. ° 
28 al be yd. sup. .. 
211 4’ ”» 
2 id. Me 11 
yd. mon Siok 
i. * b aD. 


eeee 


f 


1 


s. 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
bo 


2’ per yd. sup. .... 
fae : 


Conc! 
Pa per seo sup. .. 


on Samco an oan 


-_ 


ie % Ox aye a ae 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
_ Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


STONE. 


BATH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W. a a ft. cube 

Beer STONE—RANDOM B: 

Free on rail at Seaton Station, . per ft cube 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R.  », 
Selected sapcomnte. to one way, 1d. per 
cubic ft. extra, rans 
three sizes or for ye work, 3d. 


th 


PoRTLAND 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G. W.R per ft, cube 
a = delivered on road waggons as above 
per ft. cubs 
white bassted, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and $d. beyond 30 ft. 
i ye STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks from 10 ft. and over P.ft.cb. 
i two sides ° 
Sawn three or four sides 
York Stone, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Deli livered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 f%. super) ....ccsveeee ....per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .... 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) . 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side “slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) ..... 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto .. 
Harp YorK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two si aoe io ‘Sizes (under 
40 ft. super) 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto” oon 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 


ditto e 
2i in ne faced ae... + per yd. super 


CAST STONE. 

Delivered in London area in full van loads, % per ft. 
cube ; 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. 
Small section cills and copings, Ils. 





delivered 

2 miles 
radius 

ingl > Paddington. 
in. Broken Brick 
Breeze 


seers 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specification. 
delivered London Area, d. 
6 ton loads and upwards site 6 
1 ton to 6 tons site 6 
Alongside Vauxhall i in 80 ton lots 0 
“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardeping Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site 6 
1 ton to 6 tons site 6 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots” 0 
“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle ” 
cement, per ton extra on ordinary “ Blue 


” prices. 
“ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured Rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement, in 6-ton lots . 
“ Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, according 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 
“ Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement 0 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered site London Area in 6 ton lots 
and upwards 6 
Plus } wee 9 at current prices, 
nee ment (Waterproof), bags extra ...... 319 6 
ore.—Jute sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 
(20s a for quantities of or exceeding one ton. 
Less than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. 
Credit 1s. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 
dition within two ae « 


d. £ d. 
Romancement 8 10 0 Keene’s Cement, White 7 % 0 
Parian Cement 7 0 aii Pink 610 0 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints per cwt. 


from £3 5s. Od, SLATES. 

First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual. 


24 by 12 
22 by 12 








HY-RIB is the 
answer to your 
centering problem 


Use the reinforcing steel 
as centering for the slabs 


Hy-Rib—the 
combined centering 
and reinforcement 


Temporary bearer 
for supporting 
Hy-Rib 


HY-RIB is a centering for 


concrete during construction 


HY-RIB is a reinforcement 


for the structural slab 


Over 11,000,000 square feet 
of HY-RIB combined centering 
and reinforcement has been 
used in wartime buildings 


For the guidance of Constructional Staffs 
we provide working drawings for par- 
ticular applications of Hy-Rib. 


HY-R 
COMBINED CENTERING fzccagai™ 


AND REINFORCEMENT (iieertes 


¢ 





HY-RIB SALES, 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS 
EARLS COURT, 8.W.5. "PHONE: FROBISHER 8141] 


At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. 


meer 

bone prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 

Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 217 6 
Lias Lime . P'S See «...-3 2 

Gooate te Chippings 115 0 Maks por ; 0 
Nore.—Sac charged Is, Od. ¢ oe and credited 
Is. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 

Sonshelion Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. in 6-ton 

pot. 


lots at railway 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 to; 


Ornamental ditto 
Hip and valley tiles 
(per dozen) 


HARD WOO 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality. 


Hand-made 
Machine-; 


ees English Wainscot Billets. . 

Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 

Dry Cuba Mahogany logs 

Square-edged Honduras Mahogany .......... 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany - 
American Fig' Oak 

American Plain Oak 

Jap. Figured Oak 


American Whitewood . 

African Whitewood ..... 

African Mahogany ...... ecoscescece 
Australian Walnut . 

Australian Silky Oak . 

Best Scotch glue 

Liquid glue . 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN 
Minimum. 


Scantlings in imported sizes, £s.d 
2in. by 3in. to4in. by1lin. 43 10 0 


1 in. by 11 in, 


£s. d 
Tite Ob (80 0st ca pcasadetscabessane: ae eer ™ 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
pie Ps London. 


S.D. Biscocxs, CRuTCH HEAD, For IRON. 
in. in. 
6/9 44/6 per doz. 
Tomet Bris Cocks FOR IRON. 
+ in. 2 in. 
31/- 51/3 per doz. 
= D. a Cocks FOR IRON. 
ifin. 14in. 2 in. 
7 i: $16 195/— 272/—.453/- per doz. 
age Y mag ¢ WITH hie UNIONS er Ley 
nN. in. 


71/6 123/- doy. ae 624/- per doz. 


Py i 
> a BALL VALVES, 


2 in. 14 in. 
65/- 98/- 195/— 264/- per doz. 
ae — SCREWS. 


in, 14 in. 

14/5 3% 315 a 5 516 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES, 

in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in, 

Bt 25/- 37/- 46/— per doz. 
WITH BrAss CLEANING 

wT Xe lee Ibs. axe Ibs. 2X7 Ibs. 3X7 Ibs. 

° 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/- per doz. 

Lead S. 34/- 41/- 67/ 115/- per doz, 

SoOLDER.—Plumbers’, 1/5 ; Tinmen’s, 1/9. Blow pipe, 

2/- per Ib. 





* The information given on this page has oo 
specially compiled for THe BUILDER, and is co 

The aim in this ist fe 10 give, a5 far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, no. the highest 
or lowest. ity and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact ene should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 











) 4-5264 


to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
METALS. 


Jorsts, Gmpers, &C., TO LONDON STATION PER TON— 
RS. pa eangen cut and fitted 
Plain Compound Girders 


S 
Yn Roof Work 33 1 
Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces ee not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 
MILD TEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, ” ton. 
Diameter. £ s. d Diameter. £ d. 
23 0 O fein.tofin... 21 10 0 
22 0 O fin.to2jin.. 21 0 0 
WROUGHT TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from — stock weer % gross. 


“Tubes Tubulars, and Flang 
ie 4°/6" 19/24 4°/2" Ye" 
ie aes 


%o os 
Light weight . Sty 57 
Heavy ine 44 44 39 1 ‘f 
Galv i lightweight 404 48 
Galv.heavyweight 31 41 
Coe and a sizes ¢”/3” inclusive, charged extra 
oO! 
Hon § Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
nvoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and over. 
C.I. HALF-RouND Gutrers—Lordon Prices ex Works. 
per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends, 
1/53 1/24 = 44d. 
44d. 


1/7} 
1/7 
1/84 
1/114 
2/3 


RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe Bends. Branches. 
Stock angles. 
1/53 
1/84 
2/1 
2/64 
3/05 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. CoatTep Som Prres—London Prices, ex Stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. Bends. Branches. 
in. 2/74 - 3/2 
a 3/114 
3/2 4/84 
3/11g 5/54 
4/5 6/34 


Branches. 
9/il 


12/6 
19/3 
25/6 


Per ton basis 
in rare 


pe. Bends. 
3 in. per yd. in 9 fts. 6/3 
cwt. qr. Ib 
1 20 sivcatee/an 7/1 
12/9 
14/8 


4in. 
5 in. a g 9/7 
6 in. 11/5 
ria 15/- a cw. 


: £ 
Iron.—Staffordshire Crown, : quality 4 7 6 
IRON.—Staffordshire Marked Ba 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars 

Mild Steel Hoops 


per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. oe CA— 
20 —_ 


26 gauge 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C. 
20 gauge . 
24 gauge 
26 gauge... 


"“©00 C80 aan 


Cut Nails, 3in. and up .... 
ALL NETT. 

METAL Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, painting two coats, 
and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. to 2s. 7d. 
per foot super. 


PAINTS, &c. 


Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. per gallon 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. 
Genuine Ground English White Lead. per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 14 Ib. tins free, 
perc 
Genuine Red Lead, .........++. de = 
Linseed Oil Putty 
Size. XD quality fkn. 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and p 
according to quality from 3/5 gallon upwards. 


SNowcem CEMENT per cwt. 
C.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE PAINT ...-+- » 


Reh Ree woomr 

Ll oaal -_ i — . 

an <Phernhb CAQuy 
Esweie wow 


Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavour 


is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be — for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A Al 

Craftsmen...... 1/114 1/11 

Labourers 1 
Aberdeen 


Ba 

Berwickshire .... 

Bridge of Allan 

Broughty Ferry 
Clackmannanshire 

Doune 

Dunblane 

Dumbartonshire 





Al 
*This town has its own ratesh: 
but 1/10 is paid ° 
The information given in this table is copyright. 


A Perth A 
is eco 1/8} ; Carpenters, 1/84 ; Slaters, 1/84 ; Plumbers, 1/9 ; 
ig to the scarcity at present ; Painters, 1/84 and Labourers, 1/4 
Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 60. 


A3 B Bl 

is 1/10 1/94 

1/44 
Perthshire .... 
Peterhead . 
Renfrewshire | 
Rothesay 
Roxburghshire 
St. Andrews 
Selkirkshire 


Stirlingshire 

Stornoway 

og OEE. d's cosgece 
West Lothian 

Plasterers, “i 














VARNISHES, &c. 
Per gallon. 

Oak Varnish , - i 16 
Fine do. 18 
PINS TOO; 06 o <ctcsw ne pina ane 
Pale Copal 
Pale Opal Carriage 
Best do. 


NKONROOPANO 


Fine Pale Pa 

Fine Copal 

Fine Copal Fintan 

Hard Drying Oak 

Fine Hard Drying Oak 

Fine Copal Varnish 

Pale do. 

Best do. 

Best Japan Gold Size 

Best Black Japan 

Oak and Mahogany Stain (water) 
Brunswick Black 

Berlin. Bleck 2... scdisdeccsss's octet be whites 
Knotting (patent) 

French and Brush Polish 

Liquid Dryers in Terebene 
Cuirass Black Enamel! 


LEAD, &c. 


(Delivered in London. 
Leap. ornate: English, -Y lb. and up 


oreoconcoancoancccoccocooo 


Nena. delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/— per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
— bk, cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 


old hem ‘ex London aged 
at Mills 


GLAZING. 


The of 
Hall Mark Craftsmanship 


ton £20 10 0. 











If your building is 
essential to the war 
effort we can supply 
the glass and glazing 
immediately. 


Communicate at once with: 


AYGEE LIMITED 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, S.E.1 
‘Phone: WAT 6314 (6 lines) 


ENGLAND'S LARGEST 
GLAZING CONTRACTORS 














THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


COWDENBEATH.—Potice Sratron.— 
Plans in the hands of George Sandilands, 
St. Catherine’s-st., Cupar, for police 
station, at £6,000. 


LANARKSHIRE.—C.C. from plans by 
Samuel MacColl, Housing Director’s 
Office, Hamilton, is to erect new nursery 
at Meadowhill site, Lanark. 


MOTHEAWELL.—Buitpinc. — Plans 
prepared by James Taylor, 220, West 
Regent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, for new 
building. 








GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 


ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY (O.Q.) AND SELECTED 
GLAZING Quatrrty (S.Q.). 
Per Foor Super. 
In sizes not exceeding 80 in. long or 48 in. wide or 
110 united inches. 


18 oz. in 

24 oz. 

26 oz. 

32 oz. 

24 oz. i 

26 oz. 

32 oz. 300 ft. 

24 oz. Obscured Sheet 
Fluted, 21 oz. 
Enamelled, 18 - 


” 240 74d. 
Extra price poe Pa to size and substance for squares 
cut from stock. 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AD FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
NE SEE re pan nse euhn 
Rough cast double rolled, % in. ase 
Rough cast double rolled, $ in. ........... ‘enitdith 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white 
Figured rolled we Cathedral, tinted 
Rolled Sheet 


ceded, ¢ in. 
Rolled plate i is the ante price as rough cast double 


ES aeeneel 


“oe 


WO ROME FINAN ccc cep csgpnaccpees ecco 
Wired Cast, 4 in. thick 

Georgian Wired Cast 

“ Calorex ”’ Sheet, = oz. 


-_ 


et 


» ¢ iD. 
Non’ Actinic Giass, ¢ in. thick 
» ” » in. thick........... aqrese 


4 in. thick 
“VITA” GLASS. 


“Vita” Platc Glass, about #5 in. thick 
To 7 ft. super 
Over 7 ft. super 
“Vita” Sheet Glass, apo 18/20 oz. 
Cathedral “ Vita” Gl. 
+ in. thickness 


Oe eOaNOOCOF 
‘© 
an 


co SACP R BO 


% in 
* in. Geciien Wired “ Vita” Glass . 
GLASS BRICKS. 
P.B. 1—8 in. x 4% in. X 3fin. ...... 
P.B. 2—S4in. X 5} in. X 39 in....... 
P.B. 3—742in. X 7} in. X 3f in. ...... 
P.B.32—7} in. X 74 in. x 3% in. eo 
eee Corner Bricks to ans up be a 
.B. 


com 





> col borg 


aZwce 


8 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Berwick.—Plans approved by T.C. for 
works, the architects being Gray and 
Paterson, Castlegate, Berwick. 

Caernarvon.—Committee of Y.M.C.A. 
pre ose erection of a building in North 

ales 


Colwyn Bay.—T.C. approved: Conver- 
sion of Selby Towers into flats. 

Evesham.—T.C. propose improvement 
to sewage disposal works. Plans by J. 
Abbott, B.S. 

Hemsworth.—R.D.C. applying to M.H. 
for sanction to proceed with erection of 
hutments on selected sites, “ 

Kettering.—TI.C. approved: _ Offices, 
ambulance and messrooms for Timsons, 
Ltd.; alterations to bakery for F. E. 
Tilley. 

Lianfairfechan.—Board of Governors of 
St. Winifred’s school propose develop- 
ments in school buildings and equip- 
ment for additional accommodation. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Works 
extensions, district 11. H. F. V. New- 
some (L.), 42, Tatton-st., Heaton Moor, 
Stockport, architect; boiler-house to 
offices, district 4. Harry S. Fairhurst & 
Son (FF.), Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st., 
architects. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Marshall, Tweedy 
& Bourn, Grainger House, Blackett-st., 
prepared plans for alterations to 
premises; S. H. Lawson, Emerson-chas., 
prepared . plans for alterations to 
premises; J. Oswald & Sons, Bradburn’s- 
chas., Northumberland-st., are archi- 
tects for erection of an additional storey; 
J. W. Taylor, Union-bldgs., St. John-st., 
prepared plans for three filling stores; 
Clarence Soloman, Qsborne-rd., is the 
architect for temporary store./ 

Norham \Northumberland).—Improve- 
ments to be carried out to farm cottages 
at Grievestead Farm at £3,474. Promoter 
is I. F. Reddihough, of Baildon, Yorks.— 
Ministry of Agriculture to erect land 
army hostel. 

Oswestry.—Shropshire E.C. ropose 
alterations for additional workshop at 
Technical school at £375. Plans by A. 
Guy Chant (F.), County Architect, 5, 
Belmont, Shrewsbury. 

Pontefract.—Parochial Council of St. 
Giles Parish Church propose adaptation 
of Masonic hall, Ropergate, into a church 
hall. 

Rothwell, Yorks.—U.D.C. propose: 
Layout of land at Methley for housing 
site; erection of day nursery, Methley. 
Plans by F. Hartley, Council Offices, 
Rothwell, nr, Leeds, architect. 

Sheffieid.—T.C. approved: Offices for 
J. Stanley & Son. 

Staveley.—U.D.C. 
housing site at Mastin 
J. Be McGaw, 8. 

Stockport.—T.C. received sanction of 
M.H. for adaptation of premises at Port- 
wood for wartime nursery, at £1,209. 

Sunderland.—T.C. to provide water 
storage accommodation at two — 
at £1,156. Plans by J. E. Lewis, B.E. 

Tynemouth. — Corporation received 
authority to carry out repairs to North 
Shields Fish gre | at £2,300. 

Warwickshire.—E.C. propose erection 
of prefabricated hutments at Lode Heath 
for temporary accommodation at schools. 
Plans by A. C. Bunch (F.), County 
Architect, Shirehall, Warwick. 

York.—T.C. propose : Repairs to houses; 
adaptation of portion of Hovingham 
lodge for wartime nursery. 


propose layout of 
oor. Plans by 


TRADE NEWS 
Lighting Problems. 


Mr. G. V. Downer, of 29b, Torrington- 
square, London, W.C.1, announces that he 
is still practising as a lighting consultant, 
and whilst concentrating for the time 
being on problems of war-time economy, 
is preparing for post-war developments of 
the G.V.D. lighting system, and is ready 
to advise on illumination problems, large 
or small. 


THE BUILDER 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
AND CANTEENS 


Castleton.—_W. E. E. Anderson (L.), 12, 
Imperial-sq., Cheltenham, prepared plans 
for canteen. 

Dunston-on-Tyne. — A. H. Fennell, 
Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street, 
Durham, is architect for miners’ canteen. 

Durham.—Hetherington & Wilson, 
County-chbrs., Neweastle-on-Tyne, are 
architects for miners’ canteen at Murton 
Colliery. 

Eccles.—T.C. propose adaptation of 
premiere at Winton for B.R. Plans by 

. Elee, B.E. 

Failsworth.—U.D.C. approved plans for 
eanteen to Regent Spinning Mill for 
Lancashire Cotton Corporation, Ltd., 
Blackfriars House, Deansgate, Man- 
chester, 3. 

Garstang.—R.D.C. propose B.R. Plans 
by W. L. Thompson, 8. 

Hemsworth.—R.D.C. B.R. 
Plans by §. Price, S. 

Kettering.—T.C. received approval of 
Ministry of Supply for alterations to 
premises at Dalkeith-pl., for B.R.—T.C. 
epgseves : Canteen for Timsons, Ltd. 

anchester.—T.C. approved: Canteen, 
district 10. James Bennett & Sons, Ltd., 
16, Deansgate, architects; canteen, 
district 1. . Drummond (A.), 54, 
Adelaide-st., Fleetwood, architect. 

Northumberland.—E.C. to set up 
further cooking canteens at Pegswood 
and Ponteland. 

Penistone.—West Riding E.C. propose 
prefabricated building as extensions to 
school for meals centre. 

Rainford.—U.D.C. propose 
cooking depot at Alfred-st. 
R. C. Haycock, 8. 

Salford.—T.C. propose permanent brick 
building for B.R. at Pendleton. Plans 
by W. A. Walker, B.E. 

Sedgefield.—R.D.C. to start B.R. at 
Chilton. Plans by J. Tarren, S.—M.F. 
approved B.R. plan for West Cornforth. 

Sheffield.—T.C. propose cooking centre 
at Intake. 

Stourport.—U.D.C. received sanction to 
proceed with B.R. at Vale-rd. Plans by 
L. H. Poole, 8. 

Wallsend.—Tyne Plywood Works, Ltd., 
to erect canteen. 


propose 


central 
Plans by 








AFTER THE WAR, THE PLAN; AFTER 
THE PLAN, STEEL SCAFFOLDING 
TO BUILD A BETTER BRITAIN... 


The 


STEEL SCAFFOLDING CO. . 


LTD., 
23 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 


ee 





TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur- 
veyors or contractors. Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found 
under “‘ A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 

* Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 
Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

9 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Brighouse.—Wartime day nursery at 
Rastrick, for T.C. H. A. Sneezum, B.S. : 
*J. B. Brooks & Co., Ltd., 264, Manchester- 
rd., Huddersfield (estimated cost £1,500). 

Durham.—Miners’ canteen at the Busty 
Colliery: *R. C. Williamson, Strathmore- 
rd., Rowlands Gill, Durham. 

Leek.—Reconstruction of No. 3 setting 
of eight Glover Wests vertical retorts for 

J.D.C.: *West’s Gas Improvement Co., 
Ltd., Hulme HWHall-rd., Miles Platting, 
Manchester, 10, £4,734. 

Lewes.—External painting of 20 houses 
for T.C.: *W. Burfoot & Son, £135. 

{London (Ministry of Works).—Works 
contracts placed over £500 for week 
ending July 9:— 

Lancs: Building work, William Thorn- 
ton & Sons, Ltd., 38, Wellington-rd., 
Liverpool, 8. 

Bucks: Building work, J. Deverill, 3, 
The Grove, Slough. 

Yorks: Building work, T. Wilkinson & 
Sons, Ltd., Midhill-rd., Sheffield. 

Lanes: Electric lighting, ete., T. Clarke 
a Ltd., 129, Sloane-st., London, 

.W.1. 

Lancs: Building work, Worthington & 
Sons, 26, Gilda Brook-rd., Eccles, Man- 
chester. 

Berks: Building work, 8. Paddick & 
Sons, Sonning. 

London: Electric wiring, R. Langstone- 
Jones & Co., Ltd., 38, High-st., Tedding- 
ton, Middx. 

Middx: “Electric lighting and power, 
Charles Hickleburgh, Ltd., 2, Woodfield- 
cres., Paddington, W.9. 

Cambs: Building work, Rattee & Kett, 
Ltd., Station-rd., Cambridge. 

Northumberland: Building work, Jas. 
R. Rutherford & Sons, Ltd., Newcastle. 

London: Building work, W. J. Marston 
os Lid., 1, Stephendale-rd., Fulham, 

6 





"Warwickshire : Building work, Bos- 
worth & Co. (Contractors), Ltd., Haydn- 
rd., Nottingham; Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., 


Rugby. 

Perthshire: Electrical work, J. & C. 
McEwan, td., Excelate Works, 
McArthur-st., Clydebank, Glasgow. 

London : Building work, John Mowlem 
& Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury Bridge-rd., S.W.1. 

Wilts: Building work, Wilson. Lovatt 
& Sons, Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolver- 
hampton. 

Lancs: Building work, John Lucas & 
Son a, Ltd., Eccleston-st., 
Prescot; Ogden Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., 
Ferny Field-rd., Middleton-rd., Chadder- 
ton, nr. Oldham. 

London: Building work, Bostels, Ltd., 
73, Ebury-st., S.W.1. 

Cumberland: Building work, James 
Leslie & Sons, Coach-rd., Whitehaven, 
Cumberland. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Contracts placed 
by War Dept. at week ended July 4:— 

Yorks: Hutting (erection), Lawson & 
Boddy, Darlington. 

Norfolk: Hutting (erection), Thos. Gill 
& Son, Norwich. 

Warwickshire : 


Miscellaneous ' work, 
Rexford (Builder), 


Ltd., Shirley, Bir- 
mingham. 


Suffolk: Hutting (erection), W. P. 
King, Cambridge. 

Worcestershire: Miscellaneous . work, 
O. Crokett, Smethwick, Staffs... . 

Beds : Hutting (erection), E. J. Logan, 
London, W.C.2. eo 

Oxfordshire:- Buildin work; - Gee 
Walker & Slater, Ltd., Bletchley, ‘Bucks. 

Essex: Miscellaneous - work, *“P:-- J. 
Evers, Tiptree, Essex. 














‘*UNITE FOR STRENGTH ”’ 


ENROL NOW IN 
FEDERATION OF 
GREATER LONDON 
MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,300 


EXCLUDING ASSOCIATES 


SUBSCRIPTION£3.3.0P.A. 


LARGEST 
ORGANISATION OF ITS KIND 
WRITE OR "PHONE: SECRETARY, 


23, COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET.N.1. 
CAN 2041/2 














JUST READY— 


A new issue of the 6th edition containing 
Adaptation Tables revised up to October, 194] 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 


By J. T. REA. 


Containing 730 pages with over 600 
illustrations. 

Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net 
(By post 16/9). 


The 6th edition which appeared in 1937 repre- 
sented quite a new undertaking, brought up-to- 
date in every way, including a large amount of 
original memoranda, complete revision of prices, 
examples of analysis, and ftesh details of costing, 
involving many thousands of figures, hundreds of 
calculations, and immense labour and research. 
Being self-contained, it avoids the weary hunt in 
other books for the vital, detailed knowledge 
which is usually hard, if not often impossible 
to find. 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 
Architectural Publishers, 
15, North Audley St., London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 
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Kent: Miscellaneous work, W. R. Old- 
ham, Ltd., Beckenham; J. C. Elkington, 
Ltd., Tonbridge. 

Co. Down: MHutting (erection), H. 
Laverty & Sons, Belfast; J. & F. W. 
Taggart, Belfast. 

Co, Antrim: Roadwork, White & Co., 
Belfast. 

Manchester.—Works for T.C.—Erection 
of a wartime nursery at Crowcroft Park, 
Longsight: *H. Matthews & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., 129, Stockport-rd., Ard- 
wick, ‘Manchester, 12; painting work at 
Mobberley Boys’ ‘school and Soss Moss 
special school, Handforth: *W. Jaffrey & 
Sons, Grove- st., Wilmslow, Ches.; paint- 
ing ‘work at Brookfield remand home, 
Gatley: *F. Mottershead & Sons, 88, 
Wellington- -st., Stockport. 

Manchester.—Additions to premises : 
*Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., 
Kenyon-la., Moston, Manchester; .addi- 
tions to works, district No. 1: *L. Brown 
& Sons, Ltd., Macclesfield-rd., Wilmslow, 
Cheshire; additions to works, district 

io. 9: *Fram Reinforced Concrete Co., 
Ltd., 165, Plymouth-gr., Longsight, Man- 
chester, 13; packing room to works, 
district 12. 'P. Cummings (F.), architect, 
25, Cross-st.: *Fieldhouse & Ross, 82, 
Coupland-st., Greenheys, Manchester, 15; 
additions.to works, district No. 3. Drury 
& Gomersall, architects, 11, Imperial- 
bldngs., Oxford-rd., Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
Manchester: *P. Hamer, Ltd., 15, Park-~ 
st., Swinton, Manchester. 

Middleton.—Canteen and _ additional 
sanitary accommodation for Avon Mill 
(1919), Ltd., Times Mills. E. 8. England 
(A.), 12, Clegg-st., Oldham, architect; 
*James Hartley, Cobden-st., Chadderton, 
Oldham. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extension to West- 
gate-rd. Institution: *E. Thompson, 12, 
Grey-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle- -on-Tyne. — Messroom and 
lavatories : F. Simpson, Railway 
Bank, Manors, "Newcastle-on- -Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Works for City 
Council.—British Restaurant, Westgate- 
rd.: *E. Thompson, 12, Grey-st., New- 
eastle-on- Tyne; British Restaurant, Glou- 
cester-st.: *Elliott Bros. 4 Otterburn-terr., 
Neweastle-on- -Tyne; New department at 
Shotley Bridge Colony : *R. caer 
Ltd., Cemetery-rd., Blackhill, 
Durham. 

omford.—War- 7 nursery, Hulse- 
avé., for B.C. C. G. Alderton, A.M.Inst. 
C. B. E. and 8S. *0. and S., Ltd., 404-6, 
Holloway-rd., N.7., £1,650. 

St. Marylebone.—Repairs and adapta- 
tions at St. Paul’s Church School for 
B.C.: *John Lewis (Building), Ltd., £865. 











Patent “a 
Boyle’s «ai-pump Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
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Wallsend.—Erection of canteen ; 
*Alnwick Construction & Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Alnwick. 

Wirksworth .—Painting work at houses 
at Middleton- by-Wirksworth, for U.D.C, 
C. Fribisher, 8.: *Derwent Builders, Ltd., 
Derby, £129. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 


Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10. 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 














BUY BRITISH 


 FLOORINGS 


WOOD BLOCK PARQUET 
SOLID T&G HARDWOOD 
PANELLING 


PLEASANT Ltd. PUTNEY 
Sw 18 (6 lines, 














TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


BUILDING AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


London Office : 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 


SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


‘Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines). 


also at 


’"Grams: ‘‘Taywood, Southall.” 








PIES 





